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FROM THE BISHOP
ENGLISH

“For a child is born to us, a son is given
us; upon his shoulder dominion rests.
They name him Wonder-Counselor,
God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince
of Peace.” -Isaiah 9:5
The readings at Christmas Midnight Mass come
from the prophet Isaiah and the Gospel of St.
Luke. Scripture Scholars tell us that these words
of Isaiah were written when everything was
going wrong for Judah. A few verses before,
the prophet speaks of a “people who walked
in darkness” a reference to the world before
the birth of Jesus Christ.

DEL OBISPO
ESPAÑOL

“Porque un Niño nos ha nacido, un
Hijo nos ha sido dado, Y la soberanía
reposará sobre Sus hombros. Y se
llamará Su nombre Admirable Consejero,
Dios Poderoso, Padre Eterno, Príncipe
de Paz” -Isaías 9:5
Las lecturas de la Misa de medianoche de
Navidad provienen del profeta Isaías y el
Evangelio de San Lucas. Los eruditos de las
Escrituras nos dicen que estas palabras de
Isaías fueron escritas cuando todo iba mal para
Judá. Unos pocos versículos antes, el profeta
habla de un “pueblo que andaba en tinieblas”,
una referencia al mundo antes del nacimiento
de Jesucristo.
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Since last Christmas, there has been much darkness
in our world ... violence, terrorism, natural disasters,
the loss of so many innocent lives. And not just far
away, but here in our own country, the devastating
storms and the senseless killings in Las Vegas, New
York City, and Texas.
Pope Francis often speaks of the Devil, as one who
seeks to divide, not just nations but the small communities we call our parishes and families. We seem
to have less in common with one another than ever
before. Politicians, media experts and even clergy
offer solutions but very often the approach avoids
the issue at the heart of this violence and division: the
lack of respect for life itself.
The Catholic Church has consistently taught that all
life is sacred, from conception to natural death. The
unborn child in the womb, the infirm, the aged, the
poor, the refugee, the unwanted ... no one person has a
life that matters more than the other. Sadly, the voices
that often receive the most attention drown out this
light and further the divide and fear in our country.

Desde la última Navidad, ha habido mucha oscuridad
en nuestro mundo ... la violencia, el terrorismo,
los desastres naturales, la pérdida de tantas vidas
inocentes. Y no sólo muy lejos, sino aquí en nuestro
propio país, las devastadoras tormentas en Texas y
los asesinatos sin sentido en Las Vegas y la ciudad de
Nueva York.
El Papa Francisco a menudo habla del diablo, como
alguien que busca dividir, no solo a las naciones, sino
a las pequeñas comunidades que llamamos nuestras
parroquias y familias. Parece que más que nunca hoy
tenemos menos en común entre nosotros. Los políticos,
los expertos en medios de comunicación e incluso el
clero ofrecen soluciones, pero muy a menudo el enfoque
evita el problema de fondo del porqué de esta violencia
y división: la falta de respeto por la vida misma.
La Iglesia Católica constantemente ha enseñado
que toda vida es sagrada, desde la concepción hasta
la muerte natural. El niño dentro del vientre materno,
el enfermo, el anciano, el pobre, el refugiado, el no
deseado ... ninguna persona tiene una vida que importe
más que la otra. Tristemente, las voces que a menudo
reciben la mayor atención ahogan esta luz y amplían la
división y el miedo en nuestro país.

Still, we cannot forget the words spoken by the
angel to the shepherds that first Christmas: “Do not be
afraid.” Yes, there is much turmoil, but God reaches out
to us in peace. His peace is an inner serenity, one that
designates right relations with God and with people.
This peace cannot be created by human effort alone.
It is His gift and it is the gift of Christmas. God’s giving
never changes. What changes is our openness to receive His Son, and our Savior, Jesus Christ.
In a reference to Christmas, St. Augustine wrote:
“Christ is with us, but are we with Him?” In a few
weeks, we will begin a new year and are given another opportunity to humbly reflect on the place the
Prince of Peace” has in each of our lives. And each
of us much ask ourselves: is there room in our hearts
for the needy and the neglected? Let us pray for one
another that we will allow His word and Sacraments
to strengthen us so that we may be a people of light
and hope and not darkness and despair. This Christmas, let us open our lives anew to Jesus and to all He
wants to do through us.

OBISPO THOMAS
A. DALY

es el séptimo
obispo de la
Diócesis de
Spokane.

BISHOP THOMAS
A. DALY

is the seventh
bishop of the
Diocese of
Spokane.

Aun así, no podemos olvidar las palabras que el ángel
pronunció a los pastores en la primera Navidad: “No
teman”. Sí, hay mucha agitación, pero Dios se comunica
con nosotros en paz. Su paz es una serenidad interior,
una que designa relaciones correctas con Dios y con
las personas. Esta paz no puede ser creada solo por
el esfuerzo humano. Es su regalo y es el regalo de la
Navidad. El dar de Dios nunca cambia. Lo que cambia
es nuestra apertura para recibir a Su Hijo, y a nuestro
Salvador, Jesucristo.
En una referencia a la Navidad, San Agustín escribió:
“Cristo está con nosotros, pero ¿estamos con Él?”
En unas pocas semanas, comenzaremos un nuevo
año y tendremos otra oportunidad para reflexionar
humildemente sobre el lugar que el Príncipe de la
Paz tiene en cada una de nuestras vidas. Y cada
uno de nosotros debemos preguntarnos: ¿Hay
lugar en nuestros corazones para los necesitados
y desatendidos? Oremos unos por otros para que
permitamos que su Palabra y sus sacramentos nos
fortalezcan para que podamos ser un pueblo de luz
y esperanza y no de oscuridad y desesperación. Esta
Navidad, abramos de nuevo nuestras vidas a Jesús y a
todo lo que Él quiere hacer a través de nosotros.
3

Note from the editor

A

fter one year of publication the Inland
Catholic has begun to settle into its role

as the official magazine of the diocese, story
ideas are being contributed, columnists submit
their columns (mostly) on time. The magazine is
continuing to evolve. To those who have written
in with comments, concerns and suggestions,
a sincere thank you.
I want to note the magazine will
take some of the feedback that
has been heard over the last year
and will result in some tweaks
to the design, as well as some
changes in content. A significant
change is the inclusion of letters
to the editor. Letters can be up
to 250 words (space is tight),
and may be submitted online
by emailing inlandcatholic@
dioceseofspokane.org, or by mail

MITCHELL
PALMQUIST

is the editor of
Inland Catholic
and executive
director of
communications
for the Diocese
of Spokane.

to: Inland Catholic, C/O Diocese
of Spokane, P.O. Box 1453, Spokane, WA 99210.
The magazine, along with many wonderful ministries, is supported by the Annual Catholic Appeal.
I hope you have all had an opportunity to give to
this year’s ACA, but if you have not, your parish is
sure to have more envelopes. You can also donate
online at www.dioceseofspokane.org/give.
I look forward to the next year of the magazine
and hopeful opportunities for continued growth.
Have a blessed Christmas and Epiphany!

CORRECTION: In the November issue the phone
number listed on page 15 for the Sisters of Providence
Vocations Office was incorrect. The Sister of Providence
Office of Vocations can be reached at 509.474.2323.
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YOUR LIFE
MARRIAGE MATTERS

HE SAYS:

YOUR LIFE
PARENTING JOURNEY

SHE SAYS:

Separate Christmases for
our quarreling daughters?

I am hosting one Christmas —
they need to figure this out

Our two daughters are not speaking
to each other and refuse to be in
the same house. I want to have
separate Christmases so we can
see both of our daughters.

I am hosting Christmas as usual — they
are both invited. I appreciate that
Michael wants to accommodate, but I
say they are adults who either need to
make up or figure this out themselves.

A

C O U P L E W I T H C H I L DR E N
who won’t speak to one another gets
WHAT DO
an idea of God’s own sadness about his evTHEY DO?
er-warring children. Jesus, anticipating such
divisions even in his own Church, prayed “that all of them
may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.”
(Jn 17:21) Prayer for their daughters should be Michael and
Cynthia’s starting point.
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Q

My kids’ dad and I are divorced. They
don’t want to go to their father’s house for

Christmas, but it is his turn. How do I help them
have a good holiday experience?

A

When I was a child, one of my grandmas lived
in our home and the other lived in the house
behind us; spending holidays with all our
loved ones was easy. But as I grew older, I realized
that many of my friends’ holiday plans involved major family decisions. Where should they celebrate?
Custodial arrangements add challenges, but you can
facilitate positive experiences.

LISTEN TO YOUR CHILDREN. It is healthy
for your children to express how they feel about different aspects of the divorce, including alternating
holidays. Try not to become defensive as they share.
Their perceptions of negative aspects may provide
ideas for how to enhance the visit.
MAINTAIN A POSITIVE ATTITUDE. Telling
them, “I wish you didn’t have to go either, but the
court says you have to” promotes negative feelings.
Instead, focus on positive aspects; mention specific
interactions they enjoy at Dad’s house.
CELEBRATE ADVENT. Celebrate the season of
Advent in meaningful ways. Many traditions associated with Christmas also are appropriate as we
prepare for the feast. Activities can be spaced out
throughout Advent based on custody arrangements.
CREATE NEW FAMILY TRADITIONS.
You could try celebrating Little Christmas (Jan. 6)
during non-custodial years; Epiphany commemorates the Magi finding the Baby
Jesus. Perhaps your ex-husband
would like this to become a tradition in both households, rather
than just yours. Emphasize the
biblical basis for the celebration,
rather than have it become just
another day for presents.
DR. CATHLEEN
T. GENNARA

All prayer is powerful, but especially so are the prayers of a sacramentally united couple for their children. It is more than just the combined
power of two Christians united in prayer. It is the power of two Christians
drawing forth grace and strength from their common identity as a sacrament. Moreover, it is prayer directed toward one of the core purposes of
their marriage: care for their children.
To add even more power to their prayer, they should strive to be one in
all ways as a couple. Jesus didn’t just pray that his Church would be one; he
prayed that it would be one just as he and his Father are one. Are Michael
and Cynthia modeling the kind of unity they want for their daughters?
What should they do about Christmas? Yes, there are occasions during
the year when, for good and healthy reasons, parents will get together
with their children separately. But this is not one of them. Separate Christmases now would be no more a solution than separate
funerals later when the first parent dies. Cynthia is
right to want to invite their two daughters to celebrate
this special holiday together in the spirit of their shared
family identity.
Still, they can accommodate their daughters’ predicament. While both daughters should know they are
always welcome to all the major holidays, Michael and
STEVE AND
Cynthia can assure them that though they would be
BRIDGET PATTON
saddened if their daughters preferred to alternate their
hold master’s
visits with them, they would understand.Bonus sugdegrees in
gestion: Invite them to consider a truce this year, much
theology and
like the British and German troops spontaneously did
counseling and
on Christmas Eve in 1914. Maybe even watch together
serve as family
Joyeux Noël, the Oscar-nominated movie about this
life ministers for
amazing evening in World War I. It might even produce
the Diocese of
a good cry together.
Sacramento.

MY KIDS DON’T WANT TO GO THEIR
FATHER’S HOUSE FOR CHRISTMAS

MCGREAL

The calming words of Psalm
23:1-3 may bring comfort as you
discern how to respond to your
children.

is a psychology
professor and
certified spiritual
director.

The hard work
of forgiveness:
The greatest gift you
can give and receive
THE CALL TO FORGIVENESS, to reconciliation, to peace. This is the message of Advent in preparation for the
great feast of Christmas. Last month, I wrote about the need for forgiveness. I wrote that we needed to learn what
the Scriptures teach us and the need for each of us, if we are truly Christian, to respond to God’s admonitions and
direction. If we are unable to do this, we face a life filled with the fruits of such a mind-set: bitterness, hatred,
desire for revenge, coldness and hardness of heart. I don’t want anyone to live in that kind of darkness, yet many
do! So, let me begin by repeating the essential scriptural passages dealing with forgiveness:

• MATTHEW 5:23-24: So, if you are
offering your gift at the altar and
there remember that your brother has something against you,
leave your gift there before the
altar and go; first be reconciled
with your brother and then come
and offer your gift.
• MATTHEW 18:15: If your brother
sins against you, go and tell him
his fault between you and him
alone. If he listens to you, you
have gained your brother.

into the courtroom months later,
go directly to the grandmother of
the boy who had shot her son, a
grandmother who had raised him
and was herself stricken, put her
arms around her and say, ‘We have
both lost children.’”
In the midst of pain, when a
person is able to identify with the
pain of another and embrace that
person, the destructive work of
the enemy (the devil) is halted
and healing can begin. That single
mother went further and spearheaded a fundraising campaign to
improve the neighborhood where
a grandmother had tried to raise a
grandson. Mercy is not cheap grace.
It cost Jesus his suffering and his
very life. It cost these women incalculable pain — yet their willingness
to forgive and be forgiven ultimately made possible the planting of
new seeds of life for others who
would bear the fruit.
May this Advent — this time of
waiting for the coming of the Lord
— be a time where healing in our
relationships begins and new hope
arises in our hearts — and in the
hearts of those we love.

YOUR FAITH
SPIRITUAL
FITNESS

T. GENNARA

These passages go on to explain
what to do if such initiatives don’t
work. But I want to focus right now
on the willingness to take the initiative whether you sinned or were
sinned against.
I repeat those points in case you
did not see the article last month.
And I do so for another reason. This
month is a grace-filled time to give
and receive forgiveness; it is a time
to heal and to be healed. You could
give no better gift to your family
and friends than the willingness to
reconcile or to help another do that.
When we pray the Lord’s Prayer,

we commit ourselves to forgiveness:
“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”
We are asking God to forgive us the
way we forgive others. This should
cause us to pause and to remember
that God never asks anything of us
for which he does not impart the
grace, the assistance, to enable us to
accomplish what Christ asks.
These are not just academic lessons to be pondered and then, perhaps, disagreed with and discarded.
They are the words of a Savior who
wants us to know life and peace
and happiness — even here in this
life. Will you try God’s way?
I have several powerful examples
to back up this teaching, but space
for only one: “By hard work, a single mother enables her only child
to attend college. While in college,
through a series of drug-related
circumstances, her only son was
shot and killed by another young
man. Only a parent who has gone
through a similar tragedy can
grasp the power of all-consuming
grief. Yet, through prayer, good
friends and ministry, that grieving
single mother was able to walk

SISTER ANN
SHIELDS

is a renowned
author and a
member of the
Servants of
God’s Love.
@srannshieldssgl
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MARIA

Primera Evangelizadora

S

abemos todos que la palabra “Evangelización” significa
proclamar la Buena Nueva o la Buena Noticia de que

Jesucristo es nuestro Salvador y nuestro Redentor. La
primera persona que supo esto de corazón fue la Santísima
Virgen María. Ella, por obra y gracia del Espíritu Santo,
llevo en su seno maternal a Jesús. Por esto, fue la primera
persona que nos manifestó al Salvador del mundo.

Al estar celebrando la Navidad, celebramos, por
supuesto, el Nacimiento del Hijo de Dios, pero, también,
celebramos a María, como la estrella de la Primera
Evangelización, esto es, la primera persona que nos
mostró la Buena Nueva o la Buena Noticia de Jesucristo.
Este tiempo es de mucha alegría y regocijo por
la celebración del nacimiento de Jesús. También, es
tiempo de reflexión y de meditación de cómo María,
una muchacha escogida por Dios, nos regaló a la
persona de Cristo.
Esta primera evangelización nos impacta por que
Cristo ha nacido para nosotros. Sin embargo, cada año
que celebramos su nacimiento en la Navidad, también
vemos la actividad de María Santísima. Durante el
tiempo del Adviento, María está embarazada y se
muestra como la Madre del Niño Dios. Es por esto
que hay dos fiestas muy grandes en este tiempo que
anteceden a la celebración cumbre del Nacimiento de
Cristo: la fiesta del 8 de Diciembre, que es la Inmaculada
Concepción de María y el 12 de Diciembre, que es
la celebración de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe.
Ambas celebraciones declaran que María es la estrella
de la Evangelización. Por esto, la Virgen María hace
resplandecer la centralidad absoluta de Jesucristo en el
orden de la salvación, conduce a todas las personas hacia
él y ayuda a que sea recibido por todos.
Por ejemplo, con la aparición de Nuestra Señora
de Guadalupe el 12 de Diciembre de 1531 en el
Tepeyac, María ayudo a muchos indígenas mexicanos
a saber quién era realmente Jesucristo. Así, ellos
pudieron conocer por primera vez esta Buena Nueva
8
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o Buena Noticia y, desde entonces, somos un pueblo
“Guadalupano”. Es decir, que María nos proclamó y nos
mostró a Jesús como nuestro Salvador y Redentor. Por
este motivo, hacemos las peregrinaciones tan llenas de
fe en honor de esta evangelización del pueblo mexicano.
La Santísima Virgen María de Guadalupe es la principal
evangelizadora de México y del continente americano:
Yo soy la perfecta siempre Virgen Santa María, Madre del
verdadero Dios por quien se vive.
También sabemos que María fue a dar a conocer esta
Buena Nueva o Buena Noticia a su prima Santa Isabel,
la cual también estaba embarazada. En este encuentro,
Santa Isabel reconoce a la Santísima Virgen María como
la Madre de Dios, como la primera persona que la
evangeliza y que le da a conocer a Jesucristo en su vida:
“En aquellos días, se puso en camino María y se dirigió
con prontitud a la región montañosa, a una población
de Judá. Entró en casa de Zacarías y saludó a Isabel. En
cuanto oyó Isabel el saludo de María, saltó de gozo el
niño en su seno; Isabel quedó llena de Espíritu Santo y
exclamó a gritos: «Bendita tú entre las mujeres y bendito
el fruto de tu seno; ¿cómo así viene a visitarme la madre
de mi Señor? Porque apenas llegó a mis oídos la voz de
tu saludo, saltó de gozo el niño en mi seno. ¡Dichosa la
que ha creído que se cumplirían las cosas que le fueron
dichas de parte del Señor!» (Lucas 1, 39-45).
Es así como la evangelización comienza. ¡Desde
aquella primera visita hasta la visita de la Virgen de
Guadalupe y hasta ahora que celebramos también que la
Santísima Virgen María nos dio al Salvador del mundo
en Navidad, todos nos alegramos! ¡Dios los bendiga!

YOUR FAITH
STEWARDSHIP

CELEBRATING
THE LIGHT OF
STEWARDSHIP:

Father Daniel Barnett, director of
seminarians, and Richard Coll, director
of the Office of Catholic Home Missions,
stop by to see Bing Crosby as they take
a break during a tour of the diocese.

SPIRIT, GIFT & SERVICE

A

holy and blessed Christmas to you! Thank you for your generous participation in the Catholic life
of your parish via your time, when each day has so many demands; via your expertise, requested
by an increasing number of sources; and via your financial resources, offered to your parish as well as to
the ACA, a practice that requires prayerful sacrifice.
Living Stewardship invites the
parish and diocesan community to:

SISTER MARY
TRACY, SNJM

is the director of
stewardship and
development for
the Diocese of
Spokane.

•
•
•
•

TEACH the FAITH
SPREAD the FAITH
CELEBRATE the FAITH
WITNESS the FAITH

Epiphany is a grand celebration
of light: Christ as light of our world
and the bright light that each one
of us reflects as we illuminate the
face of Jesus. When Jesus was
born, three Gentiles in the east saw
an unmistakable, brilliant star that
was so bright they felt compelled to
follow it. These Magi, or magicians
of a sort, journeyed sure-footed
until they reached Jesus. Then the
Jewish Christ Child revealed himself
as God to the Gentile Magi and
each presented him with a precious
gift. The practice of giving gifts on
Epiphany dates back to this very
significant Christian event.
Relating the Epiphany story to
the mission of stewardship, I invite
us to reflect on two points:
1. The Magi followed a shining star.
Somehow, they knew that they were

being guided not by a star. but by
THE star. Though not particularly religious men, their lives were
uncluttered enough to let the star
guide them. They didn’t ignore
it. Moved by the promise of what
they were perceiving, they became
visionaries, wise seers. They are on a
path toward the light. The light will
never fade.
In our personal lives and relationships, we pray for the gift of
living a life of grace, where God is
always there. Where is our star? Are
we moving in God’s direction? In
the home, in the parish and in the
diocese, do we make every effort to
contribute to a culture where every
person will develop a deeper relationship with God and continue to
know God’s will? How do we work

toward or against this grace-filled
environment? How do we contribute to a daily culture of Emmanuel,
God with us?
2. Jesus beckoned the Magi from
the east and then revealed himself
to them. They could not have been
more different from his own Jewish
family. They were considered foreigners. God reveals himself to all, regardless of race, economic status, political
affiliation — horrendous mistakes
made or false starts, God excludes
no one. The Catholic Diocese of
Spokane is God’s world. God invites
us to not only embrace his vision, but
to become part of his vision.
As faithful stewards, God asks us
to trust the star, the light that never
fades.

CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS GRANT BENEFITS DIOCESE
In October, we welcomed Richard Coll, director of the Office of Catholic
Home Missions, sponsored by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
headquartered in Washington, D.C. During Richard’s official visit to the
Spokane Diocese, he informed Bishop Thomas Daly that Catholic Home
Missions had awarded our diocese a generous grant for ministries.
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Perpetual Adoration
chapel at St. Thomas
More in north Spokane.

adore Him
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JOE GARCIA

O COME LET US

E

ucharistic Adoration is not a practice that every Catholic is accustomed to, but
it is a devotion dear to many Catholics. Adoration has a long history in the
Catholic Church, stretching back to at least the medieval period. Often those

who regularly participate in Eucharistic Adoration stay with the Blessed Sacrament
in the chapel for an hour. This devotion of the “Holy Hour” has been promoted by
saints, bishops, priests, and consecrated religious throughout the last few centuries.
The Holy Hour has as its origin the night of Christ’s
established daily hours for Adoration at St. Peter’s Basilica.
betrayal in the Garden of Gethsemane. The apostles who
During Pope Benedict’s pontificate, Perpetual Adoration
were with Jesus in the garden were to keep watch but
was established in 5 locations across Rome. This support
fell asleep, when Jesus discovered them sleeping, He said
for the practice from recent popes has encouraged more
to them “So you could not keep watch with me for one
parishes to build perpetual Adoration chapels.
hour?” In parishes where periods of Adoration are held
The most surprising aspect of the growing number
for several hours in a day, or for days at time, parishioof opportunities for Eucharistic Adoration in churches
ners are asked to sign up for an hour so that Jesus in the
across the US is the keen interest in Adoration among
Blessed Sacrament is never left alone.
high school and college-age youth. At events like SteuA significant number of parishes throughout the diobenville NW and FOCUS’s SEEK conference, and even
cese offer times for Eucharistic Adoration,
our diocese’s own CYC (Catholic Youth
two parishes (a parish and a tri-parish
Conference), Adoration is often one of
community), in particular, have well-esthe high points of the event for many of
tablished efforts for periods of Perpetual
the young people.
Eucharistic Adoration
Adoration. In Walla Walla, a cooperative
“Eucharistic Adoration is increasingly
IS INCREASINGLY POPULAR
effort between parishioners at the three
popular with our young people,” says
WITH OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.
parishes began around twenty-five years
Bishop Daly. “Prayer before the Blessed
ago. Initially, Adoration started at the
Sacrament becomes a place of rest and
PRAYER BEFORE THE
Assumption Parish house, and years later
strength, a mini-retreat to listen to where
BLESSED SACRAMENT
it moved to Assumption Parish. In 2012
the Lord is calling us to serve, to discover
BECOMES A PLACE OF
the parishioners moved Adoration to the
one’s vocation.” Many have noted that
Chapel at St. Mary Hospital.
in the busy, noisy world that the silence
REST AND STRENGTH, A
The move to the hospital chapel has
of Adoration speaks volumes to young
MINI-RETREAT TO LISTEN
provided extra security for those who
people, and really to all of us who are
TO WHERE THE LORD IS
pray at the chapel during the overnight
never far from our phones, away from
hours, and has been a great ministry to
the noise, the hustle and bustle of the
CALLING US TO SERVE,
pray for patients at the hospital. Today,
modern world.
TO DISCOVER ONE’S
the community of adorers in Walla Walla
Other parishes have been supportVOCATION.
numbers around 50 and support pering more times for Adoration, often in
petual Adoration for a 3 day stretch each
response to interest from the parishio-BISHOP THOMAS DALY
week. From Thursday at 12 p.m. through
ners. St. Peter Parish in Spokane recently
Saturday 12 p.m.
opened its Blessed Sacrament chapel for
In Spokane, St. Thomas More parish in
seven days of Perpetual Adoration during
North Spokane has hosted a Eucharistic
the week leading up to Advent.
Adoration chapel for 27 years, the chapel is open for
If you have never experience prayer before the Blessperpetual Adoration from Monday through Saturday.
ed Sacrament, look to see if your parish offers times for
The parish began Eucharistic Adoration while Father
Adoration, or if a neighboring church does. Archbishop
Arnold Schoffelmeer was pastor. St. Thomas More parish
Fulton Sheen remarked that “The greatest love story of
decided in the process of a 3-year parish renewal process
all time is contained in a tiny white host.” Come visit
to undertake Perpetual Adoration.
the Blessed Sacrament, “the greatest love story.” Spend
It was during the pontificate of St. John Paul II that the
time to quiet the world’s noise and focus on the Lord,
Vatican Council for the Laity issued norms for perpetual
as so many saints have attested it is more than worth
Adoration in a parish setting, when St. John Paul
the time spent.
BY MITCHELL PALMQUIST
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Adoration at the Rosary
Crusade in Avista Stadium.

Adoration at St. Thomas More Parish.

WHAT DOES

Adoration MEAN TO ME?

I thank my colleague at the Walla
Walla Catholic Schools, Kim Cox
(who still shares an hour with his
wife, Lisa), for starting me on my
journey with Adoration. During
my first year teaching, Mr. Cox exclaimed to me, (in the incredulous
fashion we faculty members adopt
when our students manage to surprise us), “Can you believe I have
students who have never heard of
Perpetual Adoration in front of the
Blessed Sacrament?” I did my best
to react with the appropriate level
of shock and dismay, but I was
secretly thinking, “So, what exactly
is that?” Unlike many of my colleagues, I had not had the benefit of
a Catholic school education myself
nor a particularly devout upbringing, so this was new territory.
I determined to learn more about
it, and soon found a list of adorers,
people I knew and greatly respected, as well as shift captains I felt
comfortable approaching. So, soon
I had eagerly signed up for an hour
and started on this journey. I can
place it in time because my eldest
daughter was in a baby carrier then,
and she is 21 now! My husband
and I began sharing the 5 PM hour
on Fridays, and for many years and
through the births of three more
12

Quo Vadis Days Camp.

daughters, our hours included diaper emergencies, naps (not just the
kids, I am sorry to admit), reading
Bible stories aloud, and, many
times, wonderful and inspiring
prayer experiences with the kids, as
a couple, or solo if we took turns.
If there was a DeSales football or
basketball game, one of us drove
the “later car,” and that was our
family’s end-of-workweek routine.
We first prayed in a chapel space
that is now the Assumption library,
which was lovely because you
could hear the joyful noise of the
child care center below. We then
moved to a small chapel in the back
of Assumption church, which was
also lovely but sometimes almost
TOO quiet in contrast. The most
recent switch over to the chapel at
Providence St. Mary brings a new
sort of peacefulness along with a
later hour for me: I first took 11
PM but now have 10 PM Thursday
nights. As a person who loves my
warm bed, I admit that these hours
are sacrificial for me, and it isn’t
easy to go (especially in the winter),
but somehow, that element makes
me love it even more.
Looking back on 21 years of Adoration, I am so very thankful this
has been part of my life. To anyone
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Adoration at St. Aloysius Parish
at the memorial for the pre-born.

considering it, I would say, you’ll
never “have the time” for it to fit in,
so why wait? Sometimes people fear
prayer is one-sided; that we ask and
hear nothing. I can attest to hearing
a lot in my hours in front of the
Lord. After praying and letting my
thoughts move freely in the Holy
Presence, I frequently leave my hour
with a sense of peace. Sometimes I
leave with thoughts of specific ways
to help others or improve myself or
my situations, spiritually refreshed
for what lies ahead, and I believe
these are answers to prayer. Honestly, not every hour is “awesome.”
Sometimes, not much happens, or
I leave feeling unfulfilled or that I
failed somehow. Sometimes I am
just weary, body and soul. I accept
that as part of my own shortcomings
and the bumps in the road. I am so
very thankful for the community
here that fosters this ministry and
most holy form of prayer that has
made it possible for me to start and
continue Adoration. I love seeing the
person before or after me, too and
enjoy praying for the other adorers
in our community. Please pray for
me to remain faithful and keep my
hour through all of life’s changes! I
hope and pray that I will, and that
maybe you will too. God bless!

KATHY RUTHVEN

is a school
counselor for
Walla Walla
Catholic Schools.

YOUR COMMUNITY
LOCAL NEWS

A LEGACY OF CARING FOR VULNERABLE CHILDREN
MORNING STAR BOYS RANCH AND MORNING STAR
COMMUNITY SERVICES OFFER A CONTINUUM OF
THERAPEUTIC CARE
Morning Star Boys Ranch was established through a generous
gift from Mrs. Antonia Heckett of Davenport, Wash., in 1957. Mrs.
Hackett’s donation was used to build a home for troubled boys for the Diocese of Spokane. Today, her legacy holds strong to the values of helping
the most vulnerable humans who grace this earth:., our children. Rich in
tradition and values, the ranch's original core mission remains helping develop strong communities through caring and engaged service to children
and families in need.
From its inception, Morning Star Boys Ranch provided care for troubled boys. Today, Morning Star Boys Ranch continues as the cornerstone
of the Heckett Endowment, with the residential program overseen by
John Hindman, LSCW. The residential program implements the practice
of Trauma Informed Care and Positive Behavioral Intervention & Supports
(PBIS), with boys that range in age from 6 to 12 years. Once a boy graduates from Morning Star Boys Ranch and is either reunified with family or
receives foster care placement, he continues to receive a continuum of
care through additional services which can include: In-Home Wrap Around
Program, Morning Star Foster Care Services respite, case aide management and Morning Star Community Services.
The In-Home Wrap Around Program or case aides provide a service to our
community with outstanding outcomes. Established in 2015, the In-Home
Wrap Around Program delivers an average of 1,400 hours per month to families who have identified needs for additional stabilization. Services include
parent training, case management, family therapy, life skills mentoring, overnight respite and 24-hour on-call crisis intervention. Additionally, In-Home
Wrap Around only serves the families of Morning Star Foster Care Services,
and case aide helps families in need of assistance with trained support.
Morning Star Foster Care Services, launched in 2015, recruits and licenses new foster care families — not only for boys from the ranch, but also for
all children in our community. The average cost to license a foster family is
$5,000. Morning Star Foster Care Services currently has four licensed foster
families for a total of seven beds. Morning Star Foster Care Services' passion
for finding strong, committed, loving homes for our children stems from the
belief that all children have the right to a compassionate advocate who will
love them as they learn not to fear the world they have known, and continue
to grow into healthy citizens of our community.
Outpatient therapy rounds out the services through Morning Star Community Services. Therapeutic counseling focuses on areas of family, for both
males and females, adults, children, couples and foster/ adoption families.
Specializing in anxiety, stress, and PTSD, the program's focus is to continue
the continuum of care for the child and families with trust.
Morning Star continues to expand and enhance residential treatment
with the addition of In-Home Wraparound care, case aide management,
Morning Star Foster Care Services and Morning Star Community Services.
This all flows from the generous donation of the Heckett Endowment and
the Diocese of Spokane’s commitment to serve the most vulnerable, neglected and abused. Morning Star is proud of the progress of meeting all
the requirements of Washington state and staying true to the intention of
the original donor: protect our children.
BY KIM
MORIN

RISING STRONG
On Oct. 11, Catholic Charities and
Empire Health Foundation hosted the
grand opening and bBlessing of Rising Strong at
the former Holy Names convent. The beautiful fall
day complimented the incredible blessing of this
partnership.
Rising Strong is a family-centered drug treatment program with housing for the entire family.
It will serve families with children at risk of entry
to foster care due to abuse or neglect by parents
with substance abuse disorder. Rising Strong will
provide an array of services on-site to parents and
children to help them recover, heal and, ultimately,
thrive. Each family will have an individualized treatment plan, measured through milestones. Catholic
Charities is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the program.
For children at Rising Strong, success is defined
as meeting developmental milestones, achieving
educational goals and receiving any therapeutic
supports that they need. Of course, maintaining the
family bond and preventing the trauma associated
with entry into the foster care system will be key
markers of success. For parents, graduation from
the program will occur after they have obtained
and maintained recovery, completed high school or
the equivalent, acquired new job skills, completed
evidence-based parenting program(s) and secured/maintained stable housing. The program will
welcome 20 families in its first year, and all must be
referred through the shelter care hearing process.
The need is great for volunteers and donations!
Monetary and in-kind gifts will allow Rising Strong
to provide essential items, like bedding, clothing
and non-perishable food items, to the families they
serve. You can learn more about the program and
how you, your parish or your organization can help
by visiting www.catholiccharitiesspokane.org/rising-strong or contacting Megan Tucker, mtucker@
ccspokane.org or 509.960.8638.
BY LISA
SIMPSON
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YOUR STORIES
FEATURE STORY

Queridos lectores:
El 9 de junio de 2013, en la Ciudad de San Diego, CA el Subcomité de Obispos
para Asuntos Hispanos convocó al liderazgo de la pastoral hispana/latina a
entrar una vez más en el proceso de Encuentro. La convocatoria se dio en el
contexto de la Nueva Evangelización y enfatizó la importancia de involucrar
a la juventud hispana/latina inmigrante, y de segunda y tercera generación
en el proceso. Los obispos Arturo Cepeda, Gerald Barnes, Nelson Pérez y
el arzobispo Gustavo García-Siller fueron elegidos por el Subcomité para
acompañar más directamente el proceso de Encuentro.

Todas las diócesis de los Estados Unidos han sido
invitadas a participar en este proceso; nuestra diócesis
de Spokane no ha sido la excepción. Las parroquias
con ministerio hispano en nuestra diócesis han sido
invitadas por nuestro Obispo a participar en el proceso.
Algunas parroquias ya han tenido un tiempo de estudio
y preparación de donde sus participantes han salido
renovados y alegres de caminar como los discípulos de
Emaús, anunciando a Jesús resucitado.
Precisamente esa es la visión y la meta de este V
Encuentro, el ser discípulos misioneros y testigos del
amor de Dios. Así mismo, se ha enfatizado la necesidad
de una conversión pastoral constante que le permita
a la iglesia responder cada vez con más fidelidad y
entusiasmo a su esencia misionera, particularmente en
su repuesta a la presencia hispana/latina en parroquias y
diócesis. Este V Encuentro motivará al pueblo hispano/
latino y le ayudará a vivir su vocación misionera alegre
hacia toda la iglesia de una manera más plena.
Inspirados por la práctica de Jesús plasmada en
los evangelios y por el llamado del Papa Francisco a
salir con alegría y esperanza a las periferias (colonias,
barrios, casas) nuestro proceso saldrá al encuentro
de quienes viven alejados, de quienes caminan
entristecidos, de quienes viven en la pobreza, de
14
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PARA MÁS
INFORMACIÓN VISITA
nuestra página web:
www.dioceseofspokane.
org/v-encuentro

quienes se encuentran heridos al lado del camino
y necesitan la ayuda misericordiosa y el tierno
abrazo del cuerpo de Cristo hoy. Desde ahí se podrá
discernir mejor la respuesta pastoral y evangelizadora
de la iglesia en nuestras parroquias, diócesis y en
los movimientos eclesiales a nivel local, regional y
nacional. Los adolescentes y jóvenes hispanos/latinos
serán una opción preferencial en este alegre caminar.
Gracias a la participación de los feligreses en las
parroquias de ministerio hispano, la Iglesia se está
renovando en su fe y en su relación con Dios y los
demás. Se han empezado a crear nuevos programas
de estudio bíblico, ha incrementado el número de
servidores en las celebraciones eucarísticas como
nuevos lectores y ministros de eucaristía. También
en algunas parroquias han surgido más voluntarios
para enseñar catequesis a los niños en el programa de
educación religiosa, etc.
Preparándonos para el V Encuentro Nacional que se
celebrara en Septiembre del 2018 en Grapevine, TX,
nosotros aquí en la diócesis tendremos un Encuentro
diocesano el 13 de Enero del 2018 en Othello, WA
donde los participantes de las parroquias que cuentan
con ministerio hispano se reunirán, compartirán sus
metas, y fortalecerán más su fe.
REV. ALEJANDRO ZEPEDA LABASTIDA

YOUR LIFE
MEDIA WATCH

BO OK S

Back in the 1950s at St. Patrick's School in Walla Walla, Sister Valerie,
SP taught us sophomores the Catholic novel. She told us about Graham
Greene, Flannery O’Connor and Francois Mauriac, among others.
Today, there aren't many so-called Catholic novels. But one that may
become a classic has been published this fall. Alice McDermott’s The
Ninth Hour, in beautiful prose, tells the story of Irish families at the turn of
the 20th century in Brooklyn whose lives are touched by a community of
religious women. The Little Sisters of the Poor minister each day with rather
ordinary tasks such as washing and ironing bed clothes and cleaning the
rooms of homebound, mainly Irish, Catholics.
The story begins with Sister St. Saviour, who has been around the block awhile,
doing all in her power to make sure a young man who has committed suicide is
buried in a Catholic cemetery. Despite all her best efforts, it doesn't happen because
of publicity. Her frustrated comment is: “The New York Times has a big mouth.”
Jim, who tragically died, left his wife Annie with a daughter on the way — who
would be named Sally. The novel follows the lives of the two women. Annie is given
a job in the convent laundry with sisters who help Sally grow into young adulthood,
where she is open to becoming a nun.
The beautifully constructed stories of the novel include a section on the Civil War and
the practice of paying $400 for someone to take your place on the fighting lines. But
the story of Sally on the train to the sisters' headquarters in Chicago is extraordinary
in its picturing a shortened view of the journey of a lifetime.
The Catholic novel filled with moral choices is alive and well in the superb storytelling
of Alice McDermott.

Your
holiday

MEDIA
WATCH
FATHER THOMAS
CASWELL

is a senior priest
of the Diocese of
Spokane.

MOV IE S

If you like a mystery heavily tied to an interesting courtroom drama, with the added dash of
20th century American history, you will enjoy the film “Marshall.” A little-known court case from
1941 In Bridgeport, Conn., involves Thurgood Marshall for the defense. Marshall who later becomes
the first African American on the U.S. Supreme Court is sent, early in his career, by the NAACP to
help defend a black man possibly falsely accused of rape.
The story and acting In the film are terrific, although the characterizations are sometimes stark
and heavily drawn. The powerful actor Chadwick Boseman plays Marshall. Josh Gad is excellent
as the Jewish lawyer Sam Friedman, who does most of the talking in the courtroom because of
a ruling of the judge. The chauffeur (Sterling K. Brown) is the defendant, and the victim accuser is played by Kate Hudson.
Marshall, when he first meets Sam, comes across as full of himself and initially judgmental of his Jewish colleague, who has never tried a criminal case
before. The heroic figure of the later Brown v. Board of Education case
is a real human being, warts and all. There are lots of twists and
turns. There is comedy, especially in the early part of the film
with the relationship developing between Thurgood
and Sam.
For adults and older teens, “Marshall”
is an enjoyable and fascinating story
within the context of racism in
the North, which many of
us can easily forget.
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CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 2017
PARISH MASS TIMES
(SPOKANE AREA)
CATHEDRAL OF OUR LADY
OF LOURDES
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m. (Children’s Mass);
6 p.m. (Vigil Mass); 11:30 p.m. (carols);
midnight
• Dec. 25: 7 a.m. (Mass at dawn); 10 a.m.
ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m., 7 p.m., midnight
• Dec. 25: 10 a.m.
MARY QUEEN
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m.
• Dec. 25: 10 a.m.
OUR LADY OF FATIMA
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m. (Children’s Mass),
10 p.m.Dec. 25: 10 a.m.
SACRED HEART
• Dec. 24: 5 p.m. (Family Mass)
• Dec. 25: 10 a.m.
ST. ALOYSIUS
• Dec. 24: 5 p.m., 7:30 p.m., 10 p.m.
• Dec. 25: 10 a.m.
ST. ANN
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m.
• Dec. 25: 9 a.m.
ST. ANTHONY
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m. (Children’s Mass),
8 p.m. (bilingual with Vietnamese
community)
• Dec. 25: 11 a.m., 1 p.m.
(Vietnamese Mass)
ST. AUGUSTINE
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m., 7 p.m., 10 p.m.
• Dec. 25: 9 a.m.
ST. CHARLES
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m. (Children’s Mass),
8 p.m.
• Dec. 25: 10 a.m.
ST. FRANCIS ASSISI
• Dec. 24: 5 p.m. (Children’s Mass)
• Dec. 25: 8 a.m., 10 a.m.
ST. FRANCIS XAVIER
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m.
• Dec. 25: 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m.
(extraordinary form)

FORD, St. Philip Benizi
• Dec. 24: 10 p.m.

RITZVILLE, St. Agnes
• Dec. 25: 10:30 a.m.

ST. PETER
• Dec. 24: 4:30 p.m. (Family Mass);
7 p.m. (Vigil Mass); midnight
• Dec. 25: 10:30 a.m.

HARRINGTON, St. Francis of Assisi
• Dec. 24: 7 p.m.

ROCKFORD, St. Joseph
• Dec. 25: 10 a.m.

INCHELIUM, St. Michael
• Dec. 24: 5:30 p.m., 11 p.m.

ROSALIA, Holy Rosary
• Dec. 25: 10:30 a.m.

IONE, St. Bernard
• Dec. 25: 9 a.m.

SPRAGUE, Mary Queen
• Dec. 25: 10:30 a.m.

KELLER, St. Rose of Lima
• Dec. 24: 8 p.m.

SPRINGDALE, Sacred Heart
• Dec. 24: 7 p.m.

KETTLE FALLS, Sacred Heart
• Dec. 24: 6:30 p.m.

ST. JOHN, Our Lady of Perpetual Help
• Dec. 25: 8:30 a.m.

LACROSSE, St. Joseph
• Dec. 25: 9 a.m.

SUNCREST, Our Lady of the Lake
• Dec. 24: 7:30 p.m.
• Dec. 25: 9 a.m.

ST. THOMAS MORE
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m. (PAC); 4:15 p.m.
(church); 6 p.m., 10 p.m.
• Dec. 25: 10 a.m.
SS. CYRIL & METHODIUS
(BYZANTINE)
• Dec. 24: 3 p.m. (Royal Hours for
Christmas); 5 p.m. (Vespers and
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom
and verses from Compline)
• Dec. 25: 9 a.m. (Matins);
10 a.m. (Divine Liturgy of St. Basil)

PARISH MASS TIMES
(OUTSIDE SPOKANE)
BREWSTER, Sacred Heart
• Dec. 24: 7 p.m. (Spanish)
• Dec. 25: 8:30 a.m. (English);
2 p.m. (Spanish)
CHENEY, St. Rose of Lima
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m. (Children’s Mass),
10 p.m. (Vigil)
• Dec. 25: 10 a.m.
CHEWELAH, St. Mary of the Rosary
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m., 10 p.m.
CLARKSTON, Holy Family
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m., midnight
• Dec. 25: 9 a.m.
COLBERT, St. Joseph
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m., 6 p.m., 10 p.m.
• Dec. 25: 10 a.m.
COLFAX, St. Patrick
• Dec. 24: 5:30 p.m., 10:30 p.m.
COLTON, St. Gall
• Dec. 25: 9 a.m.
COLVILLE, Immaculate Conception
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m., 9 p.m.
• Dec. 25: 9 a.m.
CONNELL, St. Vincent de Paul
• Dec. 24: 7:30 p.m. (English)

ST. JOHN VIANNEY
• Dec. 24: 5 p.m.
• Dec. 25: 10 a.m.

CUSICK, Our Lady of Sorrows (Kalispel
Reservation)
• Dec. 24: midnight

ST. JOSEPH (W. DEAN)
• Dec. 24: 6 p.m. (Children’s Mass –
bilingual with Hispanic community)
• Dec. 25: 9 a.m. (English); 12:30 p.m.
(Spanish)

CURLEW, St. Patrick
• Dec. 24: 6 p.m.

ST. JOSEPH (OTIS ORCHARDS)
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m., 8 p.m.
• Dec. 25: 10 a.m.

DAYTON, St. Joseph
• Dec. 25: 11:15 a.m.

ST. MARY (SPOKANE VALLEY)
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m., 7 p.m., 10 p.m.
• Dec. 25: 10 a.m.
ST. PASCHAL
• Dec. 25: 8 a.m.
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ST. PATRICK
• Dec. 25: 9:30 a.m.

DAVENPORT, Immaculate Conception
• Dec. 24: 5 p.m.

DEER PARK, St. Mary Presentation
• Dec. 24: 5:30 p.m., 8 p.m., midnight
• Dec. 25: 9 a.m.
ELTOPIA, St. Paul
• Dec. 24: 5 p.m. (English)
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MEDICAL LAKE, St. Anne
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m., midnight
NESPELEM, Sacred Heart
• Dec. 24: 7 p.m. (Carols and Christmas
Play); 8 p.m. (Vigil Mass)
• Dec. 25: 2 p.m. (Nespelem
Convalescent Center)
NEWPORT, St. Anthony
• Dec. 24: 6 p.m.
NORTHPORT, Pure Heart of Mary
Dec. 25: 11:30 a.m.
OAKESDALE, St. Catherine
• Dec. 24: 5:30 p.m.
• Dec. 25: 8:30 a.m.
ODESSA, St. Joseph
• Dec. 25: 8 a.m.
OKANOGAN, Our Lady of the Valley
• Dec. 24: 5 p.m. (Vigil Mass); midnight
• Dec. 25: 9 a.m. English); 11 a.m.
(Spanish)
OMAK, St. Mary Mission, St. Joseph
• Dec. 24: midnight (St. Mary Mission)
Dec. 25: 10 a.m. (St. Joseph)
OROVILLE, Immaculate Conception
• Dec. 24: 7 p.m. (Vigil Mass – bilingual)
• Dec. 25: 10:30 a.m. (English); noon
(Spanish)
OTHELLO, Sacred Heart
• Dec. 24: 6 p.m. (English),
8 p.m. (Spanish)
• Dec. 25: 10 a.m. (English)
PASCO, St. Patrick
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m. (English);
6 p.m. (Spanish); 9 p.m. (Spanish)
• Dec. 25: 9 a.m. (English);
11 a.m. (Spanish)

TEKOA, Sacred Heart
• Dec. 24: 7:30 p.m.
• Dec. 25: 10 a.m.
TONASKET, Holy Rosary
• Dec. 25: 9 a.m. (English)
TWISP, St. Genevieve
• Dec. 25: 11 a.m. (English)
UNIONTOWN, St. Boniface
• Dec. 24: 4:30 p.m.
USK, St. Jude
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m.
VALLEY, Holy Ghost
• Dec. 25: 9 a.m.
• WAITSBURG, St. Mark
• Dec. 24: 5 p.m.
WALLA WALLA, Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
• Dec. 24: 5 p.m., midnight
• Dec. 25: 10:30 a.m.
WALLA WALLA, St. Francis of Assisi
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m.
• Dec. 25: 9 a.m.
WALLA WALLA, St. Patrick
• Dec. 24: 4 p.m. (Children’s Mass);
7 p.m. (Spanish)
• Dec. 25: 10 a.m., noon (Spanish)
WELLPINIT, Sacred Heart
• Dec. 25: 9 a.m.
WEST END, Our Lady of Lourdes
• Dec. 24: midnight
WILBUR, Sacred Heart
• Dec. 24: 5 p.m.

POMEROY, Holy Rosary
• Dec. 25: 8:30 a.m.
PULLMAN, Sacred Heart
• Dec. 24: 4:30 p.m. (Children’s Mass);
8 p.m. (Vigil Mass); midnight
• Dec. 25: 10 a.m.
REARDAN, St. Michael
• Dec. 24: 7 p.m.
REPUBLIC, Immaculate Conception
• Dec. 24: 9 p.m.

JOIN US FOR
CHRISTMAS MASS!
PLEASE FIND A CHURCH
NEAR YOU AND JOIN US
THIS CHRISTMAS!

YOUR LIFE
CULTURE

A N T I C I PAT I N G
THE BIRTH OF
JESUS WITH A

JESSE TREE
A

FEW YEARS AGO, I remember going
through my 7-year-old son’s backpack and

finding an egg carton with little objects in each
cavity. One by one, I began to take them out and
study them — a tree twig, a plastic star, a ladder

JESSE TREE ORNAMENTS

made from toothpicks and so on. When I asked
him for an explanation, he told me all about the

There are many different ways to create a Jesse
tree, and the imagery and corresponding stories (from
Scripture) can vary. The main objective is to show the
important people in Jesus’ lineage, and reflect on how
their role was important in God’s plan for salvation.
The following project is for 24 ornaments to be hung
on a miniature tree beginning Dec. 1, and ending on
Christmas Eve. I’ve created a set of 24 printable ones
with the suggested Scripture verses at www.FAITHpub.
com/JT_ornaments/. I would recommend printing two
copies, one to adhere to the ornaments and the other
to use as a guide.

“Jesse tree” that he created in class.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHANE FOLKERTSMA

T. GENNARA

While I’m familiar with the verse from Isaiah 11:1
and its meaning (“A shoot shall sprout from the stump
of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall blossom”), I
admit, it wasn’t until then that I learned about the symbolism of creating an actual Jesse tree.
The Jesse tree gets its name from Jesse, the father
of King David. Symbols that represent the people and
events leading up to the birth of Jesus are created to tell
the stories of the Old Testament. These symbols can
then be displayed on a banner or hung on branches of
a tree during Advent.
As I discovered with my son, the Jesse tree, in the
tangible symbolic context, is not just a great teaching
tool for kids, but also a way for us all, young and old,
to catalogue and ponder the amazing historical and
spiritual events that led up to Christ’s birth. It is a “family tree” of sorts that inventories Jesus’ ancestors and
provides the lineage that is necessary for his messianic
fulfillment. And most relevant during this time of the
year, it is another great custom in our Catholic Church
to help us anticipate our Lord’s coming during the
Advent season to bring light to the world.
It is powerful to contemplate the profound and
amazing historical events that led to the birth of Christ.
Today, we have the advantage of looking backward
and seeing how it all made sense. We can see how the
biblical narrative, through the trials and wanderings of
the Jewish people, makes way for Christ’s arrival. But
taken individually as unique and separate stories, each
symbolized upon the Jesse tree, we are reminded of
how God has worked in the world in mysterious and
beautiful ways to guide and protect his Church, as he
still does today.

MICHELLE
DIFRANCO

is a designer and
the busy mom of
three children.

You will need:
• 24 1.5-inch wooden craft disks, preferably
with holes
• 24 7-inch pieces of string
• 1 piece of light tone scrapbook paper
trimmed to 8 1/2" x 11"
• Spray adhesive or glue stick
• Medium grit sand paper
• Craft spray varnish (satin)
• Computer with internet access and printer
• Miniature Christmas tree
(a tree branch in a pot of soil will work too)
• Bible (for readings)
Print the designs on a sheet of 8 ½" x 11" scrapbook
paper. Using scissors or a craft knife, cut out the circles
and adhere to the wooden disks (I applied a dark stain
to mine ahead of time, so the designs would stand out
a bit more). Sand the edges. If you have wooden disks
without a hole, use a drill with a small bit to create one
at the top of each disk (drilling through the paper).
Spray with a clear satin varnish. Attach the string to
the ornaments.
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Pope Francis
confesses as he leads
a penitential service
in St. Peter’s Basilica
at the Vatican.

YOUR FAITH
THEOLOGY 101
us at the price of his blood.” (CCC 1442) To this end, Jesus
entrusted the power of the absolution of sins to his apostles. This power passed principally to the bishops, who
are the successors of the apostles and the visible head of
a particular Church. Priests, who are a bishop’s collaborators, are able to exercise this power in Jesus’ name “to
the extent that they have received the commission either
from their bishop (or religious superior) or the pope,
according to the law of the Church.” (CCC 1462)

What do you say when ...
SOMEONE ASKS WHY
WE HAVE TO CONFESS
OUR SINS TO A PRIEST?
REUTERS

AND SO WHY A PRIEST?
If you can get the questioner reflecting on this experience,
you can then begin addressing their question. You can point
out that, as in the case of healing a physical ailment, only
God can forgive sins. However, in the same way that God
offers healing to the body through the physician, God forgives us (heals us and restores us to communion) precisely
through the vocation of the priesthood — because this is
what we need as human beings — a soul and a body.
Jesus Christ, by virtue of his divine authority, has given
this power to some to exercise in his name because of
his desire that the Church be a “sign and instrument of
the forgiveness and reconciliation that he acquired for
18

S. OLSON

HEALING THE WHOLE PERSON
Often, the best way to engage this kind of question is to
ask a question of your own that will help to ground your
eventual response in shared experiences. For example,
you might ask the questioner if they have ever known
someone who wanted to avoid visiting the doctor when
they were ill, or the dentist no matter how much their
tooth hurt? Perhaps such a person might have reasoned
with themselves, “God knows what is wrong with me. I
can go directly to God, who can heal me should it be his
will. After all, it is God alone who can heal anyway.”
While this is certainly true, the person might actually
be avoiding healing because they are really scared of
going to the doctor for fear of the pain of the treatment
and what it might mean for their life. This fear keeps
them from acknowledging the truth that, while God can
directly heal them, God is offering to heal their physical
body precisely through the vocation of the physician and
all those in the medical profession — because this is what
they need as human beings, a body and a soul.

DOUG CULP

is the CAO and
secretary for
pastoral life for
the Diocese of
Lexington, Ky.
He holds an
MA in theology
from Catholic
Theological
Union in
Chicago.

God offers
healing to the
body through
the physician,
God forgives us
(heals us and
restores us to
communion)
precisely
through the
vocation of the
priesthood.”
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THAT FOR WHICH WE WERE MADE
The motivation for this is not based on any need
God has, but our needs given our reality and destiny.
For instance, the first paragraph of the prologue to
the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches us that
God created us freely and out of love for eternal life in
communion with God. In other words, we are made for
communion with the Blessed Trinity. The implication is
clear: If we were made for communion, then we will only
be whole (healed) if we live in harmony with this end.
One way we have come to understand what this means
practically is by using the image of the mystical body
of Christ. Christ, who is in perfect communion with the
Father, is the head of his body, the Church. The Church,
to be healthy or whole, must remain in communion with
Christ, her head. She can only do this because of the
indwelling Spirit, who is in perfect communion with the
Son and the Father. Finally, each member of the Church is
called to remain in communion with the Church through
the same power of the Spirit, who carries the Church into
communion with the Son and the Father.

THE PROBLEM OF SIN
Sin, of course, is a rupture of the communion with God
and each other to which we are all called. For sure, sin
breaks our personal communion with God. Consequently,
going directly to God for forgiveness of sin is a good and
should always be encouraged.
However, at the same time, sin damages our communion with the Church, thereby impacting the body’s
communion with her head. This is because sin never is
simply personal in its impact. Sin always has a social consequence as well. Consequently, the healing of this rupture
requires both reconciliation with God and Christ’s body,
the Church. Hence, our need for the sacrament of reconciliation, which expresses and accomplishes liturgically
this forgiveness of God and reconciliation with the Church.
In other words, try explaining it like this: We must be
careful that our going directly to God for the forgiveness of our sins does not become a way of our avoiding
responsibility for the damage caused by our sinfulness —
of keeping our sin secret and in the dark so as not to be
discovered, as though this somehow erases the very real
consequences of sin.

YOUR COMMUNITY
THINGS TO DO

YOUR COMMUNITY
RETREAT CENTER EVENTS

Jan. 19–21, 2018
WEEKEND CATECHETICAL
RETREAT FOR MEN AND
WOMEN
Dusting Off the Catechism:
Everything You Wanted to
Know about Catholicism,
but Didn’t Want to Ask, with
Father Michael Maher, SJ, historian, Gonzaga University

Have you ever found yourself wondering what an
indulgence really is? How the papacy really began?
Or how the first saints were canonized? Father Maher,
SJ will go into the historical background of Church
history and theology to assist “reverts” and cradle
Catholics alike. Five areas to be discussed are: Marian
Doctrine and Catholic Customs, the Eucharist and the
Sacraments, the Hierarchy, Councils and Documents
and Scripture and Tradition. Bring your Catechism
and let’s get going! $196 per person, $302 couples,
$110 commuters.

DEC. 2, 2017 • 9 a.m. • Catholic Funeral and Cemetery
Services Mass of Remembrance • The first Saturday of
each month, there is a Mass of Remembrance at Holy Cross
Funeral & Cemetery Center at 9 a.m. All are welcome.
DEC. 8, 2017 • Feast of the Immaculate Conception •
Holy Day of Obligation
DEC. 25, 2017 • Solemnity of Christmas • Holy Day of
Obligation, Church Offices and Schools closed
JAN. 1, 2018 • Solemnity of Mary Mother of God • Holy Day
of Obligation, New Year’s Holiday Observed Church Offices
and Schools closed
JAN. 6, 2018 • Catholic Funeral and Cemetery Services Mass
of Remembrance • The first Saturday of each month, there
is a Mass of Remembrance at Holy Cross Funeral & Cemetery
Center at 9 a.m. All are welcome.

Retreat

1

DEC. 2, 2017 • 9 a.m.–11 a.m. • Gonzaga Prep presents a
Sampler of the Spiritual Exercises • There is a mini-retreat in
the chapel of the Three Companions based on the 500-yearold Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius. On the campus of
Gonzaga Prep, 1224 East Euclid Avenue in Spokane. No
charge. Everyone welcome. For info contact Barry Barfield,
509-483-8511, or bbarfield@gprep.com.

• Jan. 12-13, 2018 | 24-hours Cancer Retreat
| “To See Another Sunrise: How to Survive
and Thrive When Cancer Hits,” with Jim
Morrison | $107

JAN. 19, 2018 • Cataldo Catholic School Open
House • 455 West 18th Avenue, Spokane

Silent Day of Prayer

2

• Dec. 6, 2017 | Advent Day of Prayer |
“Kindling for the Fire: 5 Warm Ways to
Welcome the Christ Child,” with Sister Mary
Eucharista, SMMC | $38
Special Events

3

• Dec. 20, 2017 | Cocoa and Contemplation
| “Saint to Santa: How St. Nicholas became
Santa Claus,” with Deacon Tom Heavey |
9 a.m.-11 a.m. | $10 per person; children
6 and under free
• Jan. 17, 2018 | Day of Reflection |
“Loving People Who Bug You and the Art
of Journaling,” with Catherine Reimer | $38

JAN. 20, 2018 • Mass and Walk for Life • Cathedral of Our
Lady of Lourdes
JAN. 27, 2018 • Hearts on Fire Catholic Men’s Conference
• “Created for Greatness” Information available at
dioceseofspokane.org/mens or by calling 509.358.7314 •
Mirabeau Park Hotel, Spokane Valley
FEB. 10, 2017 • Wholehearted Catholic Women’s Conference
• St. Thomas More Parish, Spokane • WHOLEHEARTED
is a gathering of Inland Northwest Catholic women to be
encouraged and equipped to live life joyfully, authentically
and abundantly as a beloved daughter of God. More info can
be found at wholeheartedcatholic.org

BEGINNING EXPERIENCE WEEKEND

PARTICIPATE ONLINE
PARTICIPATE IN ONE OF OUR DAILY VIRTUAL
RETREATS AT IHRC.NET OR FACEBOOK.COM/
IMMACULATEHEARTRETREATCENTER

Help for the heartache of finding yourself alone through
separation, divorce or widowed at the Immaculate Heart
Retreat Center in Spokane, Wash. To register for the May
or October 2018 Weekend, call Marlene at 509.534.1797.
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YOUR COMMUNITY
LOCAL NEWS

IN MEMORIAM

ST. JOSEPH IN OTIS ORCHARDS CELEBRATES 125 YEARS

FATHER JOHN G. BIRK, JR.
Father John G. Birk, Jr. passed away
peacefully on Oct. 28, at 82 years of age in
Spokane. Father Birk had served faithfully
as a priest for 54 years.
Father Birk served at St. Augustine and St.
Father Birk
Anthony in Spokane, St. Patrick in Walla Walla, St. Patrick in Pasco, St. Joseph in Dayton and St. Mark in
Waitsburg. He served as chaplain to VA Hospitals in Chicago
and Spokane, as well as at Lourdes Medical Center in Pasco.
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon him. May his soul, and the souls of all the
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
DORA REYES

On Sept. 17, 2017, St. Joseph Catholic Church
of Otis Orchards celebrated its 125th anniversary.
Most Rev. Thomas Daly, bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Spokane, joined Father Mike Kwiatkowski, pastor, Deacon Chalo Martinez and several hundred parishioners to celebrate the parish's
ongoing commitment to the area by blessing a new Holy Family
statue. The Parish Picnic followed with delicious food, fun games,
Kona Ice and pony rides.
The bronze statue, titled “Love’s Bond”, shows a wonderful everyday occasion in a loving family. The figures of Joseph, Mary and
Jesus look to each other, forming a circle — the symbol of eternity.
Timothy P. Schmalz, the Canadian artist, uses his God-given talents
and inspirations to glorify and communicate Christianity through
the universal language of art. This statue now stands on a brick
base near the front entry of the church.
Participation in the Otis Orchards Parade in June 2017 kicked off
the 125th anniversary activities. Vacation Bible School attendees
donated more than 125 food items to Valley Partners Outreach.
More than 125 parishioners joined several thousand Catholics from
around the Inland Northwest at the Eucharistic Family Rosary
Crusade to pray for peace in our community and our families. A
Mass and ice cream social on the feast of the Assumption of Mary
commemorated the official founding date of Aug. 15, 1882.
This active congregation of more than 600 families grew from
humble beginnings. In the 1880s, a small cluster of pioneers and
Spokane Indians became united by their faith. For close to a decade, they met for worship in the private homes of M.M. Crowley
and John Dashbach. TUnknowingly, the generosity of these gentlemen initiated a parish legacy that has endured for 125 years.
The first Mass was held in 1891 in the newly constructed church.
Unfortunately in 1928, fire destroyed this little white church. It was
replaced in 1929 by the brick church still visible on East Trent in
the Spokane Valley next to St. Joseph Cemetery. By the 1990s, the
humble church could no longer support the growing congregation.
The existing church on Arden Road in Otis Orchards was dedicated in 1995.
Although the statue dedication and family picnic conclude the
official anniversary activities, this vibrant community looks forward
to serving the parish and community for many years to come.

BY MARJORIE
FRETT
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Dora Reyes passed away on Nov. 11 at 72 years of age.
She was extremely involved at St. Patrick Catholic Church
in Walla Walla, leading and serving the Latino community
with her husband Olegario who is an ordained deacon.
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon her.

FORMER GU PRESIDENT CELEBRATES
75 YEARS A JESUIT
BY THERESE FINK MEYERHOFF
COURTESY OF JESUITS CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN PROVINCE

Father Bernard Coughlin, SJ, former president and chancellor of Gonzaga University,
this year celebrates 75 years as a Jesuit.
A Galveston, Texas, native, Father Coughlin entered the Jesuits in 1942 at St. Stanislaus Seminary in Florissant, Mo. He made
first vows two years later. He was ordained
Father
a priest in 1955.
Coughlin
In 1974, he was named president of Gonzaga University in Spokane, Wash. He was named chancellor of Gonzaga in 1996 and continued in that role until 2016.
He retired in 2016 is in prayer ministry.

PASTORAL ASSIGNMENTS
Bishop Thomas Daly has appointed two deacons to the
Cathedral: Deacon John Ruscheinsky and Deacon Jim Kestell.
Deacon John is the executive director of Immaculate Heart
Retreat Center and will remain as director as well as serving at
the Cathedral. Deacon Jim has been serving St. Joseph Parish
in Colbert and will be transferring to the Cathedral.
Bishop Daly has also appointed Father Stephen Booth,
MM as parish administrator of the Chewelah, Spingdale, and
Valley parishes. Father Booth is a Marynoll Missionary and
has served his order as director of Initial Formation.

GUATEMALA MISSION UPDATE
In 1958, Spokane Bishop Bernard Topel was on a visit to
a weak and dying Pope Pius XII in Rome. Speaking of an
urgent need for missionaries, the Pope reportedly asked
Bishop Topel about helping in Latin America.
After some consultation with Maryknoll missionaries, the Diocese of
Spokane adopted a poor and remote area in Northern Guatemala as their
“Sister Diocese.” Its 35,000 Quiche Indians were estimated to be 80% - 90%
illiterate and were very impoverished. Many lived in huts with dirt floors and
no running water. The mortality rate for those under age 5 was about 50%.
Spokane quickly funded two volunteer priests for language school, and in
1960 entered into a covenant relationship with the Diocese of Solola. During
the nearly 60 years that followed, eight priests from our Diocese of Spokane
served in Guatemala. This year, after 42 years of devoted service to his native
Mayan Indians, the eighth “Padre de Spokane,” Father David Baronti, retired. A
native born priest, Father Manuel Nicasio Tambriz, who finished his training at
the seminary in Solola (that Spokane helps support) has now taken over as the
new pastor of Father Baronti's beloved parish of Santa Catarina Ixtahuacan.
Santa Catarina is not like a typical American parish. It lies in the mountainous and rugged area of the Highlands, where elevations range from about
5,000 to over 11,000 ft. The parish also includes several chapels/sites at other
locations, some of which are accessible only after a two plus hour walk.
Dirt “roads” do wind their way to some of the locations, but mud slides
and inclines make travel a challenge. As the pastor makes his way to some
churches, he must navigate his 4 wheel drive vehicle over steep and narrow
dirt roads with a mountain on one side and a drop off of several hundred
feet on the other. Oncoming traffic is unlikely, but a working horn serves as
a warning to other drivers that might be sharing the windy road.
Not only are the roads treacherous but so is the weather. Guatemala has a
rainy season from mid-May to October. With the rain comes dense fog and
its helpful to have a passenger when driving in the fog — to warn how close
the vehicle is to the edge of the road.
The eight “Padres de Spokane,” along with other support from the Diocese of Spokane, have made a very positive impact upon the spiritual and
economic lives of thousands of Mayan people. Unlike many areas, attendance at mass and support of religious activities remains strong in the Spokane Mission area. And thanks to continued help from Spokane, education,
housing, and infant mortality have significantly improved. But the need for
support for clinics, schools, seminary and other pastoral activities continues
— perhaps even more so.
In particular, the new pastor of Santa Catarina, Ixtahuacan, Father Manuel
Nicasio is in dire need of a 4 wheel drive vehicle to carry out his work in our
Spokane Mission. As a newly ordained priest, he cannot afford even a used
car that might be acceptable for city streets, much less a 4 wheel drive
truck suitable for the Ixtahuacan area.
The Guatemala Commission is seeking help for the purchase of a suitable vehicle for Father Nacasio. A Toyota Helux would cost approximately
$26,000. Father Nacasio's local bishop has applied for a grant from an
organization in Germany. They have, over the years, assisted priests in Latin
America with the purchase of vehicles. Their grants usually cover about half
of the cost, so an additional $13,000 is urgently needed.
Those who can help satisfy this pastoral need are invited to send donations to the Guatemala Mission Commission, Catholic Diocese of Spokane,
P.O. Box 1453, Spokane, WA 99210-1453. Please mark you donation “Helux.”
PATT PERLMAN
AND JERRY
MONKS

THE PROMISE OF A CATHOLIC EDUCATION
BY ALEXANDRA LEE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE NAZARETH GUILD

Nazareth Guild plays a vital role in supporting our
Catholic schools in eastern Washington. Since our
establishment in 2012, we have provided assistance
in improving facilities, upgrading technology, providing continuing education opportunities for teachers
and, most importantly, providing tuition assistance
to families in need. This school year, in partnership
with the Catholic Foundation, Nazareth Guild has
awarded $495,500, supporting 991 students attending our Catholic schools.
Our schools, our families and our children depend
on us to continue the promise of a Catholic education.

• A look at our Catholic SchoolsK-8 Catholic
schools: 13
• 9-12 Catholic schools: 3
• 2018-2019 enrollment: 3,626

LEARN MORE
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO
LEARN MORE ABOUT NAZARETH
GUILD: WWW.NAZARETHGUILD.ORG
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1.

Mexican state plans to build the world’s
largest statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe
The state of Zacatecas plans to build a
147-foot statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
Mexico’s national patroness, in the
municipality of Guadalupe.

2.

USCCB criticizes administration for
proposing military spending increases
“Our nation already spends about
one-third of all military spending worldwide,”
says the director of the U.S. Bishops’ Office of
International Justice and Peace. “The United
States spends as much as the next eight nations
combined, and many of them are our own allies.”

3.

Pope tops 40 million followers on
Twitter, 5 million on Instagram
The papal Twitter accounts, in nine
different languages, have grown by more than
9 million followers in the past year.

4.

Philippine Catholic radio
stations being silenced
The Philippines House of
Representatives has failed to renew the
license of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of the Philippines to operate dozens of radio
stations across the country — the failure of
the renewal is believed to be the result of the
Church’s criticism of President Duterte.

5.

Holy See and Japan mark 75
years of diplomatic relations
In 1942, full diplomatic relations were
formalized. Currently, the Holy See has an
apostolic nunciature in Tokyo and Japan has
an embassy to the Holy See in Rome.

6.

Pope Francis declares October 2019 to
be ‘Extraordinary Missionary Month’
Recalling that 2019 is the 100th
anniversary of Maximum Illud, Pope Benedict
XV’s apostolic letter on the propagation of
the faith, Pope Francis called for a renewed
missionary commitment in the Church.
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SAINT OF
THE MONTH

Learn and share the faith:
St. Peter Canisius
Feast Day: December 21

S

t. Peter Canisius (1521–1597) was a Jesuit
priest (and doctor of the Church) who

lived in the turbulent times of the Protestant
Reformation. He was a critical figure in the
restoration of the Catholic Church in Germany
after the Reformation and he helped explain
the faith in his preaching and writings in
Austria, Bohemia, Moravia and Switzerland.

In Germany, he composed a catechism that defined the basic principles of the Catholic faith in
the vernacular, thereby making them more accessible to readers in all the German-speaking countries. In addition, he served as one of the main
Catholic theologians at the Colloquy of Worms in
1557 and as the main preacher in the Cathedral of
Augsburg from 1559 to 1568. It is reported that his
preaching convinced hundreds of Protestants to
return to Catholicism. He continued to preach and
write until his death at age 70.
Through all the trials of the Reformation, St. Peter passionately, patiently and persistently worked
to clarify the teachings of the Church as the new
Protestant doctrines were being promulgated.
He stayed true to his firm belief that the honest
explanation of the faith was much more effective
in combating the effects of the Reformation than
mounting polemical attacks against reformers.
Of course, in order to explain the faith, we must
first learn and be formed by the faith. We must then
be willing to share the faith with all people with the
confidence that the word of God alone is effective
and capable of transforming all hearts of stone.

Pilgrims at the
Chapel on the Hill
of Tepeyac, Oct.
11-17. (Photo by
Fran Hailey)

LA MORENITA
ON PILGRIMAGE TO TEPEYAC

O

n October 11, we arrived at the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico
City. There were 33 of us, including two guides. Thirty-three, “the age of
Jesus Christ.” This was the reaction of the men entombed in the San José

Mine in Chile back in 2010 when they realized their number was 33. Their stories
of death and resurrection are recounted in the book Deep, Down, Dark by Hector
Tobar. My pilgrimage cannot match this danger and drama. But what is a pilgrimage
if not a walk of faith from darkness into light — and maybe to enlightenment?

LAST WORD

FATHER MARK
PAUTLER

is the chancellor
and judical vicar
of the Diocese of
Spokane.

I was fortunate to receive a
heads-up from Father Al Grasher
(St. Patrick, Colfax), the pilgrimage
organizer, and got on board before
the registrations maxed out. Father
Al has led several pilgrimages. This
would be his last. In fact, it was his
fourth "last" pilgrimage. I had no
idea what we would see other than
the Guadalupe Shrine. “I’ll know
when I get there,” I mused. This plan
of non-preparation would leave me
open to whatever might happen.
The trip was scripted. Every day was
full. I did not have to figure out what
to see, only how to enter into the
moment.
Our group visited the shrine three
times, the third an unscheduled stop
on our day of departure. All of us
wanted this when we realized that
we had plenty of time before our
mid-afternoon flight. That, in itself,
says something about the difference
between a pilgrimage and a tour.

“Oh, we’ve been there. Let’s see something new.” No. We wanted to be
drawn deeper into this mystery. What
does La Morenita speak to one’s soul?
Does “the little brown Lady” speak
even more intimately to the brownskinned ones who filled the basilica
hour after hour after hour? Do they
hear more clearly than I the words on
the basilica’s façade: ¿no estoy yo aquí
que soy tu madre? (Am I not here, who
am your mother?) You
cannot touch the miraculous tilma (cloak)
of Juan Diego encased
in the sanctuary. It
must touch you. I am
sure it touches every
Juan Diego who comes
to La Morenita.
A pilgrimage is not
all pray and no play.
Particularly noteworthy
was the National Palace, with the marvelous

mural by Diego Riverra illustrating
the history of Mexico. We loved the
ballet in Mexico City’s magnificent
Opera House. No, the Mexican
ballet does not feature men in tights,
or women in tights, but folkloric
dancing from ancient to modern
times, with exquisite choreography,
eye-catching costumes and exhilarating accompaniment. We visited the
pyramids patrolled by the souvenir
vendors offering bargain prices: “Today, almost free.”
We traveled by coach (on a Peter’s
Way Tour, you travel by coach,
never by bus) to Puebla, Mexico’s
fourth-largest city, stopping at the village of Tlaxcala, with its exceptionally
well-maintained Shrine of St. Michael
the Archangel. In Puebla, before
touring the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, we had lunch. The
weather was pleasant. I sat outside to
enjoy life on the street, as well as the
food. Life on the street means roving
vendors, usually older women with
a variety of trinkets. Lo Siento. (Sorry,
not interested.) Boys and young
men approach with shoeshine kits.
By the time the fourth one came to
the table, I thought, “Why not?” He
worked about 15 minutes, polishing and buffing my shoes to a high
gloss. They looked better than new.
Then I asked, in my limited Spanish,
“¿Cuánto?” “Treinta.” Thirty pesos,
about $1.50. I handed him a $50 bill
and wanted no change. Don’t think
I was being extravagant or even generous. In Mexico, the peso’s symbol
is $; the US dollar is S. Then I asked,
“¿Tu nombre?” He was “Jesús.”
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Catholic Funeral & Cemetery Services
Your official Catholic provider
of end-of-life services
Our experienced Family Service
Advisors and Funeral Directors will
thoughtfully assist you in planning in
advance so that your wishes are met.

Call (509) 467-5496 or visit
us online at cfcsSpokane.org

THE

REMEMBER FAITHFUL
First Saturday Mass
Our next Masses will be held on Saturday, Dec. 2nd and Jan. 6th at 9:00am at the Holy Cross Cemetery Mausoleum Chapel

October 2017 Burial Names
NICK ALEX
SEAN PATRICK ALLISON
SUZANA G. ASLANI
EGON BATAI
KATALIN BATAI
MARY FRANCES BIRGENHEIER
JERRY F. CARLSON
MARY CONNELL
ALBERTA DEBING
MICHAEL DOOHAN
DON M. DURHEIM

VIRGINIA GIESA
THOMAS AARON GORACKE
SUSAN PENDLETON GREANY
CYNTHIA GRONKA
SUSAN HARMON
LEON HORTON
TARA JEAN JONES
ALBERT J. KAMPS
CHARLOTTE M. KAMPS
DONNA L. KLATT
LAWRENCE KUNTZ

ALOYSIUS F. LANTSBERGER
DENNIS B. LONG
JOAN MARIHUGH
THERESA ANN MCKAY
CAESAR A. MARTINEZ
RONALD J. MERTENS
ALFRED MOSBAUER
SR. LOIS MURRAY, SP
DARLENE MUZATKO
PAMELA M. REVOLINSKI
MARY L. SCHENACH

ROBERT L. SHIRLEY
MARY MARGARET SLATT
JOSEPHINE A. STIMSON
DENNIS J. SWEENY
JEAN L. THOMPSON
KENNETH L. THOMPSON
KATHLEEN TURCOTTE
DOROTHY YOUNG

A MINISTRY SERVING
THE DIOCESE OF SPOKANE

Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Center FD683 Queen of Peace Cemetery & Funeral Center FD128 St. Joseph Cemetery & Funeral Center FD129

