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FROM THE BISHOP
ENGLISH

O N T H E F I R S T S U N D A Y O F A D V E N T , parishes throughout the
diocese fully implemented a change in the practice of standing/kneeling during
Mass. In particular, I asked pastors to invite parishioners to kneel after the Agnus
Dei (Lamb of God) and to kneel following the reception of holy Communion.
I arrived at this decision after consultation with various laypeople and all of
our priests at various meetings over the course of several months.
The General Instruction of the Roman Missal
(GIRM) states that for
dioceses in the United
States, “The faithful kneel
after the Agnus Dei (Lamb
BISHOP THOMAS
of God) unless the diocA. DALY
esan bishop determines
is the seventh
otherwise.” I asked the
bishop of the
faithful to kneel (if physiDiocese of
cally possible) so as to be
Spokane.
in harmony with most of
the other dioceses in the
United States. More importantly, I believe this
posture of kneeling while the priest shows the
Sacred Species to the people is a more accurate
response to the declaration “Ecce Agnus Dei.”
The translation of the Roman Missal, third typical edition, uses the word “behold” the Lamb
of God, instead of “this is” the Lamb of God.
The word “behold” is a more accurate imperative that reflects the transcendent mystery before us — a mystery that should indeed drive
us to our knees in love and adoration.I have
heard some objection to this logic, whereby the argument is made that kneeling is a
posture of penance. I would just point out
that in the penitential act at every Mass, the
posture of the Church is to stand rather than
to kneel. The reality is that any particular
posture can have multiple meanings. While
kneeling can be an expression of penance, it
can also reflect love and adoration. We see
this when a young man traditionally kneels
to propose marriage to his future bride, or
when a mother kneels to lovingly comfort a
child who has skinned her knee.
With regard to the practice of standing
during the Communion procession until the
last person receives, I have asked the faithful
2

to instead kneel (if physically possible) after
returning to the pew. I understand that the
practice of standing until the last person
receives is an expression of communion
among the faithful. While that is a noble
sentiment, I am concerned about those who
are unable to stand because of advanced age
or a physical handicap. I do not want the
sick, elderly and those with handicaps to
feel further marginalized by their inability to
physically demonstrate communion.
As I have celebrated Masses throughout
eastern Washington, I have noticed that the
lived experience of this practice in parishes
is that some people stand, some sit, some
kneel and others just look confused. If anything, this practice has become an expression of disunity.
I have also observed that the practice of
standing after receiving holy Communion
has become clerical. It is very common for
people to stand until the priest himself sits
down, rather than after the last layperson
has received. This is not expressing unity
with one another and, instead, takes on an
unnecessary clerical focus.
Finally, in my experience as a pastor and
bishop, I have noted a significant amount of
anecdotal evidence that suggests people much
prefer the opportunity to return to their pew
after receiving holy Communion and kneel
down for a brief moment of intimacy with the
Lord. In a busy and loud world, I am in favor
of supporting this quiet moment of love and
thanksgiving before people then participate in
the Communion hymn.
My hope is that this change in posture will
deepen our experience of the presence of the
Lord every time we gather to celebrate the
Holy Eucharist.
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Note from the editor

A

s promised in the December issue, a

grammar schools and 3 high schools. As a diocese,

new year brings changes to the maga-

we can take great pride in our schools. If you have
a story to share about how Catholic schools have

zine. You’ll notice the addition of the liturgical

positively impacted you or your children and would

calendar on the table of contents, Spanish

like to share them, please send them to inlandcath-

content grouped together, local news moved

olic@dioceseofspokane.org or Inland Catholic P.O.

to the front of the magazine and an increase

Box 1453 Spokane, WA 99210.
Two stories will be featured in an upcoming issue.

of local content.
MITCHELL
PALMQUIST

Hopefully, these changes will sit well with you, our
readers. Your feedback has proved invaluable as
we plot the future of the publication.
Every January across the United States, dioceses, parishes and Catholic schools celebrate Cath-

is the editor of
Inland Catholic
and executive
director of
communications
for the Diocese
of Spokane.

olic Schools Week. Throughout our local church in

CORRECTION: In the November issue of the
Inland Catholic it was reported in error that
the Catholic Funeral and Cemetery Services
(CFCS) opened a funeral home in 2013. In fact, the CFCS
opened a funeral service in 2013. A funeral service coordinates all funeral arrangements and works with a contractor for the preparation of the deceased for burial.
A funeral home offers the same services “in-house.”

Eastern Washington, we host 13 Catholic parochial

Natural Family Planning
SACRED HEART MEDICAL CENTER

NFP uses the physical signs placed by God within
each woman’s body to identify when pregnancy can
occur. The physical signs apply in both regular and
irregular cycles; infertility; during breast or bottlefeeding; during pre-menopause; changing from
artificial or chemical methods. Natural Family
Planning is healthy, reliable, and organic.
Monthly class for three months.
Tuition $90 for the series.
Every first Thursday evening; year-round at 7:30 pm

AM 970 and FM 106.1
Sun. 8:30am, Wed. 6:30pm & Sat. 4:00pm
Also available on iTunes and Podbean
4
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Contact the Women’s Health Center 509.474.2400
or email at
Natural_Family_Plann@providence.org
Some flexible dates are available.

RST

Fr. Matthew Nicks and Fr. Curtis Seidel invite all Catholic men
to join them on a motorcycle ride to beautiful Crater Lake,
Oregon. This is a great opportunity for Catholic men in our
diocese to come together for a fun and adventurous motorcycle
ride. All makes and models of motorcycles, from beginner to the
experienced rider, are invited to join in.
Each day begins with Mass, fallowed by great riding, sightseeing, and making new friends among fellow Catholic men.
We will visit Oregon's Painted Hills State
Park, Lava Lands Visitor Center, Lava
River Cave, Crater Lake, and other view
points along the way.
If you would like to join us on the ride
please send your contact information now
so we can keep you up to date. Ride
information will be sent out periodically.

Please email us at:
CatholicMenMotorcycling@Outlook.com
5

YOUR COMMUNITY
LOCAL NEWS

STUDENTS EXCHANGE LETTERS
WITH PEERS IN GUATEMALA
BY DONNA CONNELL

CATHOLIC CHARITIES HONORS FORMER EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
— DONNA HANSON, “BUILDER OF DREAMS” — BY NAMING
LATEST HOUSING COMMUNITY IN HER HONOR
BY LISA SIMPSON

More than 100 people gathered on Nov. 17, 2017, to remember Donna
Hanson, and to bless Catholic Charities’ latest housing community for the
chronically homeless named in her honor. Special guests at the grand opening of Donna Hanson Haven included Bishop William Skylstad, Mayor David
Condon, Donna’s husband, Bob Hanson, and their son, David, and his family,
who came from Seattle for the event.
Rob McCann, president and CEO of Catholic Charities, began the celebration with a discussion of the difficult topic of homelessness. “Ask four of
your friends or family about homelessness,” Rob said, “and you will get four
answers about the why and what to do about it. At least one of those people will likely tell you it is too big of a problem to solve. Like cancer or peace
in the Middle East or getting my 12-year-old son to do geometry.” While the
room chuckled at his jest, the seriousness of the moment was not lost.
What is Rob’s answer to the notion that homelessness is too big to solve?
“Why not try? The worst-case scenario is we solve homelessness for hundreds or thousands of people along the way. I’ll take that worst-case.”
Donna Hanson Haven, located at 2nd and State streets in Spokane, will
provide 50 units of permanent housing for its residents, and construction
is under way on Holy Names Haven near Rising Strong. Plans are also in
the early stages for another Catholic Charities haven in downtown Spokane. “We are making progress, and there is not a day that goes by that I
don’t think about Donna,” Rob said. “This was her dream: To take a risk on
the poor. To find bold and innovative solutions to big problems. To provide
dignity to people in need.”
At the ceremony, Rob noted that Donna Hanson Haven and Father Bach
Haven face each other, quipping, “It is just as they both would want it —
staring each other down for eternity.” Msgr. Frank Bach and Donna Hanson
are famous for their commitment to Catholic Charities, tireless work for the
poor and collaborations when Donna was alive.
The first residents began to move into their apartments in December,
and the property will reach full occupancy early in 2018. The on-site social
service coordinator will provide them with support and resources as they
continue to stabilize their lives. Volunteers and donors have generously gathered essential household items, linens and furniture that will help
tenants make their space feel like home. Catholic Charities would like to
thank Mike Phalen, a Sacred Heart parishioner and faithful volunteer, who
has been instrumental in organizing the donation efforts for Donna Hanson
Haven and other communities.
Catholic Charities now looks to the next opportunities to build homes for
the homeless, no matter how challenging the process. Donna Hanson would
surely join in asking, “Why not try?”
6
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No one writes letters anymore, do they? On real
paper? In the midst of digital communications,
over 200 students in Spokane have been actually
exchanging “old-fashioned real letters” with students in our sister diocese of Solola in Guatemala!
What began with 12 students in the religious education program at St. Joseph Church, Colbert, and
two translators, has mushroomed and now involves
five parishes: St. Patrick, Pasco; St. Mary, Spokane
Valley; Our Lady of Fatima, Spokane, St. Anthony,
Spokane, and St. Joseph, Colbert. It includes three
Catholic schools, three religious education program, and the AP Spanish classes at Gonzaga Prep.
Middle school students attending All Saints and
Trinity Schools, (Spokane) and St. Mary School,
(Spokane Valley), and religious education students
at St. Joseph in Colbert, St. Patrick in Pasco, and
St. Mary in Spokane Valley have been exchanging
letters with students from the religious education
program in the small village of Ixtahuacan.
According to teacher, Kendra O’Dea at St. Mary
School, “Students love receiving letters, reading
them and writing letters back.” She continued, “I
have had many of my students praying at the end
of the day for their pen pals. We have laughed and
cried over a couple of letters as well. Thank you so
much for this opportunity!”
Then, of course, translations (Spanish to English
and vice versa) are needed. That’s where Gonzaga Prep enters the story. Students in Mrs. Joelle
Traynor’s Advanced Spanish class have generously
translated many letters (along with original translators Sonia Abreu Roman and Joyce Alsono) and
now have voiced their interest in becoming “Pen
Pals”, too.
Once translated, letters are hand-delivered by
travelers to and from the mission in Ixtahuacan.
In addition, Gonzaga Prep students have now
also written to the Youth Group in Ixtahuacan.
The Religious Education Program in Ixtahuacan
involves over 300 children ages three to twelve.
They meet every other week, and many families
walk several miles to get to the church. Donations
directed towards the diocesan Guatemala Mission
have supported this program since its inception
in 2012. Catechists in Ixahuacan send their sincere
thankfulness and have stated that they could not
run this program without the support of Spokane
parishes sending money for supplies, snacks, rosaries, and curricular materials.
We here in Spokane are thankful for our friends
in Guatemala.

HONORING FATHER HARTIN:
LECTURE ON “WOMEN IN THE EARLY CHURCH”

Duccio’s painting
of The Myrrh-bearing
Women (1308-1311)

BY CATHERINE BROWN TKACZ

Father Patrick J. Hartin, a retired professor and priest
of the Diocese of Spokane, is being honored in February for his years of service to the diocese and to the
Church’s intellectual life. A trio of free public lectures on
“Mulier Fortis: Women Scholars on Women in the Early
Church” will be given on Feb. 19-21, 2018, at the Barbieri
Courtroom in the School of Law at Gonzaga University,
each starting at 7 p.m. Prof. Anna M. Silvas from Australia will speak on “St. Macrina the Younger, the Spirit of
Holiness and the ‘God-breathed Scriptures” on Monday;
Prof. Catherine Brown Tkacz will speak on “A Christian
Innovation: Women as Types of Christ” on Tuesday;
and Sister Sara Butler, M.S.B.T., Professor Emeritus from
Mundelein Seminary, will address “The Importance of
Retrieving ‘the Women of Galilee’” on Wednesday. At
the opening of the series on Monday Bishop Daly will
welcome the audience.
This is the third trio of lectures in honor of Father
Hartin on the broad theme of “The Church and Her
Scriptures.” The prior trios were in 2016 and 2017 and
were given by scholars from Catholic and Orthodox
churches from across the United States and Europe.
These presentations and other essays will be gathered
into a book, to be published by Liturgical Press, which
has published several of Father Hartin’s seventeen
books. His rigorous scholarship grows from his love of
the Church; the speakers share this with him.

DEACON KELLY
STEWART
APPOINTED
DIRECTOR OF
DEACONS

Bishop Daly has appointed Deacon Kelly
Stewart as the director of deaons for the diocese. Deacon Kelly was ordained by Bishop Skylstad in June of 1999. He has served in Assumption Parish and St. John Vianney Parish, as well
as the Chairperson for the Deacon Life Ministry
Committee. In addition to his current service to
St. John Vianney, he is also the Director of Night
Watch Ministries.

ATTEND
AN EVENT
See more
upcoming events
in the Diocese
of Spokane
on page 22.

These lectures are the first collaboration between
the Faith and Reason Institute of Gonzaga University
and the Diocese of Spokane, with the Socratic Club of
Gonzaga University. Upcoming collaborative programs
include a talk by Archbishop Charles J. Chaput of Philadelphia, speaking on Fides et Ratio, the noted encyclical
by St. Pope John Paul II, on the twentieth anniversary
of the encyclical, Friday, Sept. 14, 2018. That same week
the film, Liberating a Continent, about the dramatic role
of Pope John Paul II in Europe, will be shown for free.
In February 2019 more free lectures will be part of “The
Fredric W. Schlatter Patristics Conference.”

Kylene Fremling (far left) with
fellow 2017 class of Maryknoll
Lay Missioners. (Credit MKLM)

ST. ANN’S PARISHIONER COMMISSIONED
AS MARYKNOLL LAY MISSIONER

BY MITCHELL
PALMQUIST

On Dec. 9, Kylene Fremling, a former St. Ann’s (in East Central
Spokane) parishioner, was commissioned in Maryknoll, New York as
a Maryknoll Lay Missioner. In January she began her 3 year mission
with Maryknoll serving in Cambodia.
The Maryknoll Lay Missioner program began in 1975. After a 10week training program the lay missioners are sent to their assignments serving in impoverished communities around the world.
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YOUR LIFE
MARRIAGE MATTERS

HE SAYS:

SHE SAYS:

I’M RETIRED AND
I WANT TO TRAVEL

MY JOB FULFILLS ME

I’m glad that Terri loves her work,
but we have waited for this period
in our lives for a long time. I think
it’s time for us to be together.

Al changed our agreed-upon plans
by taking early retirement, and now
he wants me also to stop working
so we can travel. It’s not about the
money — my job fulfills me.

PEOPLE SOMETIMES QUIT fulfilling jobs
to meet critical family needs, like caring for
WHAT DO
a parent or child. But quitting because your
THEY DO?
early retired spouse wants you to travel with
him? That’s a lot to ask. Even if Terri reluctantly agreed, it
could go awfully badly.

8
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Q

I hear my mother’s voice sometimes when I
talk. Is there a better way to talk to my kids?

A

“Don't make that face or it'll freeze that
way!” At the age of 4, I had a solution:
I framed my face into a smile as I spoke
angry words. My grandma looked at me in horror,
“What are you doing?” My response: “If my face
freezes, it is going to be a happy face. But I’m still
mad at Timmy.” Often, old sayings don’t have the
intended impact on a child! “Stop crying or I'll
give you something to cry about!” Threats are not
motivating; they don’t provide insights into the
child’s thoughts. Was there a mistake in judgment?
Or an intent to harm? Base your response on the
specific situation.
“If you can't say something nice, don't say
anything at all!” Provide context for your child:
“Ava felt sad when you told her that her new haircut
looked dumb. We need to keep some thoughts to
ourselves. It isn’t OK to use put-downs.”
“Do I have to turn this car around?” Yelling into
the backseat at arguing children adds more fuel to
the fire and distracts the driver. St. Teresa of Ávila
carried a patience bookmark that began: “Let
nothing disturb you ...” Pull over the car, center
yourself with a short prayer and then resolve the
issues. Try modifying those old sayings.
In my youth, I hated hearing “When you have
your own house, then you can make the rules!”
It was better as: “I can tell
that when you grow up you’re
going to have really different
rules with your kids!”
This acknowledged their
perspective, but let them
know the house rules weren’t
changing. Change what pops
DR. CATHLEEN
out of your mouth as needed.
MCGREAL
And, by the way, “Always
is a psychology
professor and
change your underwear; you
certified spiritual
never know when you'll have
director.
an accident!”
T. GENNARA

What to do? For starters, neither should unduly pressure the other to stick
to whatever their retirement plan had been. Realities can change and plans
sometimes have to change with them. Al may have found good reasons to
retire earlier than they had planned, and, who knows, Terri may, in time, find
good reasons of her own to work even longer than planned. Bottom line:
focus upon your respective present realities and plan only forward.
Next, each should assess their respective needs to be with one another.
There’s no indication that Terri doesn’t want to be together with Al, only
that she doesn’t necessarily need to be with him 24/7. Even if Al now
needs or wants that, is he OK with her not feeling the same way? To help,
Al should keep in mind a paradox. The very fulfillment Terri receives from
her work — while she is away from him — helps her not only to be the
kind of person with whom he wants to spend his time, but it likely helps
her want to be with him. As the catechism states, “In work, the person
exercises and fulfills in part the potential inscribed in his nature.” (CCC 2428)
In a sense, Terri’s fulfillment at work is integral to their fulfillment as a
couple, something Al should encourage.
Out of respect for Al’s new, early retired reality, Terri
should make whatever efforts she reasonably can to
be more available for vacation and travel. For his part,
Al should not only own up to the fact that Terri wasn’t
expecting to step out of the work force as early as he
is now asking her, but that he has to be as flexible as
he reasonably can to respect her own present reality.
STEVE AND
For instance, if travel is indeed now a deep, driving
BRIDGET PATTON
hold master’s
desire for him, might there be another family member
degrees in
who could join him?
theology and
The fact is that as a couple get older, their
counseling and
respective desires about work and retirement can
serve as family
sometimes evolve in somewhat different directions.
life ministers for
If that happens, each has to be ready to adjust as
the Diocese of
best they can to shape together a new shared
Sacramento.
reality and a plan for the future.

YOUR LIFE
PARENTING

YOUR FAITH
SPIRITUAL FITNESS

Wa l kin g with Je s u s
on his way to the cross

T

he Stations of the Cross during Lent are a devotion and practice
that can bring people into a deep and true realization of what
God has done for them. We have infinite dignity and worth in

God’s eyes: Even if you had been the only person on the earth, God would
have sent his Son to die for you — that is how deeply God values us, each
of us. Therefore, make the stations and ponder what Christ suffered that
you might inherit eternal life. When you begin to pray — whether in the
church or at home — kneel and make an act of contrition. Then, as you
are able, reflect on each station. Give each one a few moments of meditation. Pray the Our Father after each station.

Jesus is condemned to death
for me. He is taking all my sins
on himself so I do not have to
die forever. He accepts this gruesome
punishment on my behalf.

1

Jesus carries his cross. He bore all
the weight of my sin and the sins
of all the world on his shoulder.
(If I tried to carry the weight of just my sin, I
would be crushed.) Christ carried all our sin.

2

Jesus falls the first time.
3
The weight is too much on a
body already scourged. He bows
under the weight and the terrible injuries
already inflicted. Lord, forgive me for
my sin that contributed to that crushing
weight, forgive me.
Jesus meets his mother. There
4
are no words to describe the pain
that Mary bore as she watched
her Son suffer in such agony. Each, in their
own way, yields to the will of the Father
for our salvation.

Jesus falls the second time.
What a desperate moment when
our strength won’t hold out,
when we are helpless in the midst of
enemies — even with friends we can feel
humiliated. Jesus bore that humiliation
for you and for me. We are never alone —
even in the most challenging of times.
He has gone before us.

7

Jesus meets the women of
8
Jerusalem. He comforts them as
they try to minister to his needs.
This is the call to the whole body of Christ
— in suffering, give and receive. God will
be very present to our needs while we
tend to the needs of others.

5

9

Jesus falls a third time. How physically crushing, how helpless, how
humiliating, yet he does it for us.

Jesus is nailed to the cross.
It is a miracle that he is still alive,
and he chooses to be so that he
might drain the cup of suffering to the last
drop for you. How can I return gratitude
by the way I live my life?

11

Jesus dies on the cross. To all
the onlookers, this was the end.
A man with big plans and big
ideas is gone, just like every other human
being. But there were some at the foot of
the cross who still held a flicker of hope
that he was the Messiah, that he would
live, that his promises would come true.
How great is your faith?

12

The body of Jesus is taken down
from the cross. How infinitely sad
must have been those moments
as Mary held him in her arms, as they
washed his body, as the sky darkened and
the wind grew stronger. It all seemed to
be over — he was gone.

13

Jesus is laid in the tomb. The
disciples scatter; confusion and
fear, anger and doubt must have
assailed them all. But Mary waited.

14

Close by reading Psalm 30.

SISTER ANN SHIELDS

is a renowned author
and a member of the
Servants of God’s Love.
@srannshieldssgl

T. GENNARA

Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus
carry his cross. Lord, thank
you for helping me to carry my
crosses. May I in turn help others to carry
the crushing weight of their sorrow.

Veronica wipes the face of Jesus.
Such a small gesture in such a
time of horror, yet Jesus rewards
even the smallest act of charity, of kindness, of mercy — and blesses those who
perform them. May I never despise small
acts of kindness — those I give and those
I receive.

6

Jesus is stripped of his garments.
Again and again in every step and
action of that torturous route to
Calvary, he is degraded and humiliated beyond speech. Yet he bore it all in silence —
he who could have risen up and destroyed
all his persecutors bore it on our behalf,
that we might inherit life, not death.

10
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DEL OBISPO
ESPAÑOL

D U R A N T E E L P A S A D O P R I M E R D O M I N G O D E A D V I E N T O , todas las parroquias de la Diócesis
pusieron en práctica el cambio del permanecer de pie a la postura de arrodillarse en la Misa. En particular, le
pedí a los párrocos a invitar a los feligreses a arrodillarse después del Agnus Dei (Cordero de Dios) y a arrodillarse
después de la recepción de la Sagrada comunión. Llegué a esta decisión después de consultar a varios laicos y
todos los sacerdotes en varias reuniones a lo largo de varios meses.months.

La Instrucción General del Misal Romano (GIRM , por
sus siglas en inglés) establece que para las Diócesis en
los Estados Unidos, “los fieles se arrodillan después del
Agnus Dei (Cordero de Dios) a menos de que el Obispo
diocesano determine lo contrario.” Le pedí a todos
los feligreses el arrodillarse (si es físicamente posible)
con el fin de estar en armonía con la mayoría de las
otras Diócesis de los Estados Unidos. Más importante
aún, creo que, esta postura de ponerse de rodillas
mientras el sacerdote muestra la Hostia Consagrada a
todas las personas, es una respuesta más precisa a la
declaración “Ecce Agnus Dei”. La traducción del Misal
Romano, en su tercera edición típica, utiliza la palabra
“He aquí” al Cordero de Dios en lugar de “Este es” el
Cordero de Dios. La palabra “He aquí” es un imperativo
más preciso que refleja el misterio trascendente que
tenemos ante nosotros — un misterio que, de hecho,
debe llevarnos a ponernos de rodillas en amor y
adoración a Jesucristo.
He escuchado algunas objeciones a esta lógica las
cuales argumentan que el ponerse de rodillas es una
postura penitencial. Sólo debo de recordarles que,
en el Acto Penitencial en cada Misa, la postura de
la Iglesia es estar de pie en lugar de arrodillarse. La
realidad es que cualquier postura particular puede
tener múltiples significados. Mientras que el estar de
rodillas puede ser una expresión penitencial, también
puede reflejar amor y adoración. Vemos esto cuando
un joven se arrodilla tradicionalmente para pedirle
matrimonio a su futura esposa, o cuando una madre se
arrodilla amorosamente consolar a un niño que se ha
lastimado su rodilla.
Con respecto a la práctica de permanecer de pie al
ir a comulgar hasta que la última persona ha recibido
la hostia, le he pedido a los fieles que ahora se
arrodillen (si es físicamente posible) cuando regresen
de comulgar a su lugar — a su silla o a su banca. Yo
sé y entiendo que la práctica de permanecer de pie
10

OBISPO THOMAS
A. DALY

es el séptimo
obispo de la
Diócesis de
Spokane.
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hasta que la última persona ha recibido la hostia es una
expresión de comunión entre los fieles. Mientras que
esto es un sentimiento noble, me preocupan aquellas
personas que no pueden permanecer de pie debido
a su edad avanzada o a una discapacidad física. No
quiero que los enfermos, los ancianos, y las personas
con alguna discapacidad se sientan marginados por su
incapacidad para demostrar físicamente esta comunión
de estar de pie.
Yo he celebrado varias Misas en el Este del Estado de
Washington y me he dado cuenta de que la experiencia
vivida sobre la postura que debemos de hacer después
de comulgar en las parroquias es muy diferente pues
algunas personas se quedan de pie, otras se sientan,
otras se arrodillan y otros están confundidos y no
saben qué hacer. En todo caso, esta práctica se ha
convertido en una expresión de desunión.
También he observado que la práctica de
permanecer de pie después de comulgar se ha
convertido en algo meramente clerical. Es muy común
que las personas permanezcan de pie hasta que el
sacerdote se siente y no hasta que la última persona
haya comulgado. Esto no expresa la unidad del uno
con el otro y, en cambio, asume un enfoque meramente
clerical e innecesario.
Por último, en mi experiencia como Párroco y
Obispo, he observado una cantidad importante de
evidencia anecdótica que sugiere que las personas
prefieren más el arrodillarse después de comulgar y,
así, tener un breve momento de intimidad con el Señor
en la oración en silencio. En un mundo tan ajetreado
y ruidoso como en el que vivimos, estoy a favor de
apoyar este momento de silencio en la oración de amor
y de agradecimiento de todas las personas y, después,
participar del canto de la comunión.
Espero que este cambio de postura profundice
nuestra experiencia de la presencia del Señor cada vez
que nos reunimos para celebrar la Santa Eucaristía.

NUESTRO
CATECISMO

A

NUEVA EVANGELIZACION

unque ya vamos avanzados en el catecismo para nuestros niños que van
a recibir los Sacramentos de la Confirmación y de la Primera Comunión y
aunque ya sabemos que todos los niños ya conocen sus rezos y oraciones
para Enero o Febrero de este nuevo año 2018, es importante recalcar que la nueva
evangelización en nuestras parroquias comienza a estas edades — las edades de
nuestros niños. Es una experiencia de volver a encontrar la nueva misión o el nuevo
territorio de la Iglesia que debe de empezar por el catecismo parroquial. No podemos
concebir a una parroquia sin niños que atiendan al catecismo. Esa parroquia decaerá
y morirá si no hay más niños y más catecismo.

PADRE
GUSTAVO RUIZ

Párroco de
Connell, Eltopia
y Basin City.

Pero, ¿cuál es el contenido
real de nuestra catequesis?
¿Cómo podemos incrementar el
conocimiento y la asimilación de
nuestra fe católica en nuestros
niños o en las nuevas generaciones
de católicos? ¿Cómo podemos
evangelizar nuevamente a nuestros
jóvenes y señoritas que ya no
asisten a la Iglesia porque ya
hicieron sus Sacramentos de la
Confirmación y de la Primera
Comunión y ya pasaron sus
“Quince años”? No tenemos todas
las respuestas a estas preguntas,
pero debemos todos de unirnos
para poder responder a esta
necesidad pastoral de nuestra
Iglesia Parroquial y Diocesana.
El catecismo de niños es la
nueva tierra de misión para la
Iglesia Católica. Es parte de la
nueva evangelización que se debe
de hacer. Por esto, el contenido
de nuestra catequesis debe de
enfocarse en el misterio de la
Santísima Trinidad: los niños deben
de saber quién es Dios Padre,
quién es Dios Hijo y quién es
Dios Espíritu Santo. Esto depende

de la experiencia catequética
de nuestras Catequistas. Las
Catequistas deben de actualizarse
cada año en sus métodos de
enseñanza y de evangelización.
El contenido de la catequesis va
a quedarse en la mente de los
niños cuando las Catequistas lo
puedan transmitir bien y lo hagan
de corazón. Nuestras catequistas
necesitan aprender más sobre
cómo dar catecismo y necesitamos
establecer en nuestra Diócesis un
método de aprendizaje o clases
de actualización para nuestras
catequistas.
También, sabemos que tenemos
que hacer nuestro catecismo más
disponible para los niños que no
estudian para los sacramentos.
Los niños más pequeños van a
aprender a su paso los misterios de
Dios. Sin embargo, es un poco más
complicado el ensenar a los niños
que ya han hecho sus Sacramentos
de la Confirmación y la Primera
Comunión. La mayoría de estos
niños y sus padres no vienen
ya más a las Eucaristías ni a las
confesiones. La realidad de nuestras

personas en nuestras iglesias es que
los jóvenes ya no quieren venir a
participar en los grupos de jóvenes,
ni en las Eucaristías, ni en las
confesiones, ni en las actividades
parroquiales. Sus padres tienen que
trabajar hasta en dos trabajos y no
tienen tiempo para llevarlos más al
catecismo o al grupo de jóvenes o
a la Eucaristía. A parte, los jóvenes
tienen una pasión por los deportes
que se practican en las escuelas y
ya no hay tiempo ni para venir una
hora a la Eucaristía ni al catecismo.
Es por esto que, parte de la
nueva evangelización en nuestras
comunidades eclesiásticas, debemos
de trabajar más intensamente en
el catecismo para nuestros niños
y jóvenes. Les invito a poner en
oración nuestras intenciones más
específicas para tener éxito en
nuestra evangelización y en nuestra
pastoral. Nuestros jóvenes terminan
yendo a iglesias protestantes que
les ofrecen solo juegos, conciertos
musicales, café y un evangelio
“light”, es decir, sin compromisos.
Eso les fascina a los jóvenes,
quienes no necesitan involucrarse
en nada de la Iglesia. Al final,
cambian su religión o simplemente
no van a ninguna iglesia. Esa es
nuestra realidad eclesial.
Por eso, propongo que
establezcamos metas pastorales
concretas para hacer más retiros
de conversión para jóvenes, para
hacer más dinámicas para los
grupos juveniles, para atraer más
a los niños que ya hicieron sus
sacramentos y puedan seguir
viniendo a aprender más sobre
Dios y su Iglesia Católica. Esta
debe de ser una prioridad pastoral
en nuestras parroquias hispanas.
Reflexionemos sobre nuestros
métodos de evangelización y de
catequesis, para que, los agentes
de catequesis y de evangelización,
puedan enfocar sus esfuerzos en
el catecismo y en los jóvenes de
nuestra parroquia, al igual que en
sus padres. ¡Oremos por la nueva
evangelización de todas familias
católicas! ¡Dios los bendiga!
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CONSECRATION
OF N E W A LTA R
AT CATHEDRAL

O

ne hundred and ten years to the day from the Consecration of the
Church of our Lady of Lourdes by Bishop O’Dea of Seattle, a new
marble Altar was consecrated by Bishop Daly. The current Cathe-

dral building began its life as a parish church, its cornerstone laid in in 1903
and the church consecrated in 1908. The church was only later designated the
Cathedral with the establishment of the Diocese of Spokane in 1913.

STORY BY
MITCHELL
PALMQUIST
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The Cathedral of Our Lady
of Lourdes has been undergoing
renovations as it has entered into
its second century as a Cathedral.
The most significant projects
came during the fall of 2017. The
cathedral sanctuary was expanded in the 1970s, when the altar
took a prominent position in the
crossing of the nave and transept,
resulting in a loss of seating space.
With the new renovation, meant to

unify the architectural elements of
the church, seating space has been
gained and the Cathedral’s sanctuary has been designed to provide
adequate space for the liturgical
ceremonies that a cathedral plays
host to throughout the year.
Father Darrin Connall, the rector of the Cathedral, emphasized
the Marian devotion of our diocese
in the design of the new Altar.
The altar is composed of white
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Carrera marble and a blue granite
on the front and back faces of the
altar. Also mounted on the front
and rear of the altar are marble
decorations from the original altar
rail with the monograms IHS and
XP. Both are Greek abbreviations
for Jesus and Christ, respectively.
In our Catholic tradition, the altar
symbolically represents Christ, the
Marian elements remind us that
Mary always points us to Christ.

The rite of consecration itself
involved the blessing of the altar
with oil, lighting incense on the
altar, prayers of blessing, the
clothing of the altar and finally the
lighting of the altar candles. The
altar is then ready for the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass.
Beyond the new altar, the
renovations to the sanctuary
include new flooring, as well as a
new Cathedra. The Cathedra, or

bishop’s chair, is a symbol of the
Bishop’s authority in the diocese.
The Cathedral takes its name from
the Cathedra. The new Cathedra
includes a marble platform and
backing, which includes elements
from the 1932 cathedra built for
Bishop Charles D. White. The
chair of the Cathedra is the original 1913 cathedra used by the
first bishop of Spokane, Bishop
Augustine F. Schinner.

While much has been completed
at the Cathedral, there is more to
come. The nave will receive new
flooring and new pews to accommodate more of the faithful. A new
sound system and eventually a
new organ will assist parishioners
in their worship.
In our Catholic tradition, the altar symbolically
represents Christ, the Marian elements remind
us that Mary always points us to Christ.”
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CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS NEAR
COMPLETION AT THREE SCHOOLS
During 2017, groundbreaking took place at two Catholic
parochial schools in Spokane. St. Aloysius began work on
a new gymnasium with educare center, as well as space
for the future installation of new classrooms. After Fed. 2,
the gym will be used for PE classes and sport teams.
Trinity School in Spokane’s west central neighborhood nears completion this January and the new building will be open for class in the near future. Trinity has
scheduled a “Bon Voyage” to their existing building for
Jan. 23-24. The old building will be demolished to make
way for the new gymnasium and a parking lot for the
Trinity School-St. Anthony Parish campus.
Gonzaga Prep is also undertaking significant renovations to its athletic facilities: modernizing and seeking
to meet the needs of today’s student-athletes.
DIOCESAN EDUCATION OFFICE
Under the leadership of Bishop Daly and Katie Rieckers, director of Catholic Schools, the office of education
has sought to enhance collaborative efforts between
pastors, principals and the diocese.
During the last year, the Office of Education has moved
from an advisory committee support system to multiple task forces focused on particular issues. These task
forces, such as the School Safety and Teacher Retention
Task Forces, have been investigating and implementing
practical and innovative solutions to the challenges that a
modern school system faces. Renewed efforts by principal
and teacher mentoring have been undertaken to provide
support and encouragement for new hires.
The Office of Education is building upon the great
work of our schools in the past and has sights on an
ever improving Catholic education system in eastern
Washington.

As a graduate of Catholic schools, grammar through university, and a former teacher and high school president
for almost twenty years, I have experienced first-hand the
academic excellence, extensive extracurricular activities,
and the disciplined learning that occurs each day. And this
all happens within the context of the beauty and tradition
of our Catholic faith. As the Church, we must do all we can
to share this blessed opportunity with generations to come.
- MOST REV. THOMAS DALY
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COLLABORATIVE MARKETING EFFORTS
Catholic schools are a great treasure of the Church,
and helping present Catholic education as a viable option for parents and students alike is a yearly endeavor
of each of our Catholic schools. This past year saw the
launch of a collaborative marketing campaign to support each school’s own efforts to enroll new students.
These marketing efforts were directed through social
media and aimed at parents of young children encouraging them to “check it out.” Throughout the campaign
students, parents, alumni and even Bishop Daly shared
their “Catholic school story.”

Nazareth Guild has awarded more than $3.4 million to the 16 Eastern Washington Catholic schools over the past five years. We provide
support for professional development for teachers, special assistance

YOUR COMMUNITY
NAZARETH GUILD

projects, facility improvement projects., and tuition Assistance Grants.
Each year, the total amount available to award schools via Tuition
Assistance Grants is determined by:
• The success of the Celebration of Light Dinner
• Other Nazareth Guild fundraising done throughout the year
• Gifts and bequests given to the Nazareth Guild
• The amount of interest income generated by funds in the Catholic Foundation earmarked for Catholic schools. (This interest
income comes from the Catholic Foundation to the Nazareth
Guild and is dispersed to the schools by the Nazareth Guild.)
This year, we invite any student attending Catholic school in Eastern Washington to apply for a needs-based grant on our website
at www.nazarethguild.org. All grants must be submitted by April 2,
2018, and will be paid directly to the school.
If you would like to help support a student seeking an excellent
academic education based in the Catholic tradition, you may visit
www.nazarethguild.org to make a donation.
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PRO-HUMAN

PRO-LIFE
ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS
Last year, the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Lourdes’ St. Teresa of Calcutta Pro-life
Ministry held a pro-life student essay contest.
The winning essays are published below.

ENCOUNTERING DIGNITY
THROUGH CHRIST
BAILEY PLUMLEE IS A STUDENT AT GONZAGA PREP

Sitting down near the front I look up at Father as he begins
his homily, only to be abruptly cut off by the unwavering cries
of a new baby, a sound so loud and droning one could hardly
believe it comes from such a small mouth. The child carries
on without regard to Father’s words or the few in pews shaking their heads or casting disapproving glances at its mother
who are wondering why the poor mother doesn’t just go out
the back. I just continue to sit there, however; now with a
smile on my lips. It’s at Mass that I see how life can come full
circle in love. All life is a blessing, and new life comes to show
that God is continually creating beauty within our midst just
as the old show the experience and strength of his love.
Not too long later, I’m watching everyone file forward
to receive Communion. An expectant mother catches my
attention first. Next, a large family with their children whose
arms are crossed walk down, look up expectantly for their
blessing then are scooted away. Then, near the back of the
line slowly shuffling down hand in hand, is an elderly man
with his wife. He has to gently help open her mouth to
receive the Body of Christ. In that line of people, I see the
innate dignity of each and how in building up compassion
and love we are creating a culture of life.
From conception to natural death, life is a gift. Human life
and the care we show to the most vulnerable is a powerful
embodiment of God’s love. We as humans and children
of God are called to love, preserve life, and care for His
creation. We share in the pain of losses and have our faith
tested by the violence we see in the world. We can work to
diminish evil and promote the dignity of life. With dignity, we are capable of acknowledging God’s work within
ourselves. We finally see ourselves as living reminders of
his love, instead of passive observers. By being a living and
breathing promise, we spread the goodness.
16
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ANNA O’DOHERTY IS A STUDENT AT CATALDO CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Remember your best friend from middle school? Imagine your
life without them. Would you even be here today? What if they
had never been born?
Children who will one day grow up to be excellent fathers,
mothers, and best friends are God’s gift to us, so why are we
aborting them? Exodus 20:13 says, “You shall not murder.”
Abortion is taking the life someone who can’t even fight back.
Taking the baby’s life takes away the life they could have had.
They will never be able to feel the warm sand beneath their
feet. Or watch the ocean waves crash against the shore. They
will never be able to run through the grass or chase after the
ice cream truck. Think of all your happy memories. So many
children never get to grow up and make any memories because
abortion is legal. What if they were supposed to grow up and
cure cancer or save lives? What if a child committed suicide
and their (supposed to be) best friend wasn’t there to stop
them because they were aborted at 16 weeks old. Some people
say that children will cost a fortune or they will interfere with
work and everyday life. Instead there are other options, such as
putting the child up for adoption or leaving them at a hospital
or fire station. “Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord.
The fruit of the womb a blessing.” (Ps 127:3) Jesus died on the
cross for ALL of us, not just some of us. He died for the children in the womb too, so that they could live and go to heaven.
Would you throw away a diamond? Life is God’s greatest gift
to us, why throw it away? Euthanasia is a way to legally kill
yourself painlessly when you are suffering. Euthanasia can be
translated into Greek, “Good Death”, but is it really? Injecting
yourself with or taking deadly pills is a good death? It also
allows you to do it without anyone knowing, not your mom,
brother, daughter, or even husband or wife. “There is a time
for everything, and a season for everything under the activities
of heaven. A time to live and a time to die.” (Eccl 3:1) Death is
a natural occurrence we should not take it on ourselves to end
a life permanently. That is God’s job. Doctors take the Hippocratic Oath prohibiting them from taking the life breath of a
patient. Stating, “I will neither give a deadly drug to anybody
if asked for it, nor will I make a suggestion to such an effect.”
The doctor’s job is to kill the pain — not the patient. People
are now talking about a “right to death”. A right is a moral
claim. We do not have a claim on death. We cannot decide
when we die any more than we decide when we are born.
In conclusion, from a pro-human point of view, abortion,
euthanasia, and any damage to God’s gift of life is wrong. Some
ways to help the cause to end harm to life are: participating in
the walk for life, 40 days for life, or any other protest against
abuse to life. Ending a life permanently (whether it be a 12
week old infant in the womb or a 100 year old man) is NOT
right. What can you do to support the fight against abortion and
euthanasia? You may feel small, but God made you for a reason.
You can make a big difference.

YOUR FAITH
SPECIAL
REPORT

Father Solanus Casey
beatified in Detroit
One day in 1929, during the Great Depression,
the poverty-stricken residents of Detroit began lining up outside St. Bonaventure Monastery — hungry and desperate. Father Solanus
Casey, a Capuchin priest at the monastery,
answered their call for help, telling the other
friars, “They are hungry; get them some soup
and sandwiches.” That day, the hungry and
poor of Detroit felt comfort for the first time
in months thanks to Father Solanus Casey, a
beloved figure in the city whose compassion
knew no bounds.
When Father Solanus arrived in Detroit
in 1924, he was already known as a beloved
doorkeeper from his 20-year ministry at monasteries in the New York City area. Throughout
his many years of ministry in New York and
Detroit, Father Solanus was greatly sought after as a counselor, and for his blessings of the
sick. Many felt his blessing
brought about a cure for
their illness. All who came
to him were consoled
by his counsel and his
serenity.Father Solanus
Casey, who spent 22 years
at St. Bonaventure Monastery in Detroit feeding
the poor, praying for healing for the sick, and
bringing a sense of peace and compassion to
countless others, has met the requirements
for beatification and was named “Blessed” in
a Mass at Ford Field in Detroit on Nov. 18. The
announcement came 60 years after Father
Solanus’ death. He is the second U.S.-born
man to receive this title. Pope St. John Paul II
declared Father Solanus to be “Venerable” in
1995 and now, Pope Francis has determined
the authenticity of a miracle that occurred
through the intercession of Father Solanus.
The next step is sainthood.

“I have two
loves: the
sick and
the poor.”

Father Stanley Rother
declared 'Blessed'
STEPS TO
SAINTHOOD
In official Church procedures, there are three
steps to sainthood: a candidate becomes “Venerable,” then “Blessed” and
then “Saint.” Venerable
is the title given to a deceased person recognized
formally by the pope
as having lived heroic
virtues. To be beatified
and recognized as a Blessed, one miracle acquired
through the candidate’s
intercession is required
in addition to recognition of heroic virtue or
martyrdom. Canonization requires a second
miracle after beatification,
though a pope may waive
these requirements. The
definition of a “miracle” is
an event that can be witnessed by the senses but
is in apparent contradiction to the laws of nature.
The Church recognizes
authentic miracles as a
divine intervention in the
sensible world.
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ backgrounder on
“Making Saints.”

DID YOU KNOW?
So far, there are only three
American-born saints:
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,
St. Kateri Tekakwitha and
St. Katharine Drexel.

Father Stanley Rother, a martyr from Oklahoma,
is the first male born in the United States to be
declared "Blessed." He was beatified on Sept. 23 in
Oklahoma City. Below is an excerpt from the book
The Shepherd who didn’t Run: Father Stanley Rother, Martyr from Oklahoma, by Maria Ruiz Scaperlanda and available at osvcatholicbookstore.com.

“The shepherd cannot run
at the first sign of danger.”
-Father Stanley Francis Rother
Father Stanley Rother was true to his word.
He did not run. And was martyred at the
age of 46.
Father Stanley arrived in Guatemala in
1968, and immediately identified with his
parishioners' simple, farming lifestyle. He
learned their languages,
prepared them for the
Sacraments, and cared
for their needs. Father
Stanley, or “Padre Francisco” as he was called
by his beloved Tz’utujil
Indians, had found his
heart's calling.
After nearly a decade,
the violence of the Guatemalan civil war found
its way into the peaceful
village. Disappearances, killings, and danger
became daily occurrences, but despite this
unrest Father Stanley remained hard at work,
building a farmer's co-op, a school, a hospital,
and the first Catholic radio station, used for
catechesis.
In early 1981, his name was on a death list,
so he returned to Oklahoma and was warned
not to return. But he could not abandon his
people, so he went back, and made the ultimate sacrifice for his faith.

“The
shepherd
cannot
run at the
first sign of
danger.”
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YOUR COMMUNITY
IN MEMORIAM

Monsignor Frank Joseph Bach
HAVING SERVED THE PEOPLE OF GOD in the Diocese of Spokane for more
than six decades as a priest — thirteen of them as director of Catholic Charities
Spokane — Msgr. Frank J. Bach entered into Eternal Life on Dec. 16, 2017. His last
place of residence was Brookdale South Regal in Spokane, where deteriorating health
conditions consumed the past several months of his life.
Father Bach was born Oct. 11,
1930, in Johnstown, Pa., the son of
Frank and Agnes (Burkhard) Bach.
He is survived by two sisters, Martha
and Louise Bach, who still reside in
Johnstown.
Father Bach began studies for the
priesthood as a high school student
in the fall of 1944 at Pontifical College Josephinum, Columbus, Ohio.
He completed his college studies,
as well as the final four years of his
priestly preparation, at the same
institution. Young seminarian Frank
Bach responded in 1953 to Bishop
Charles D. White’s appeal for students at the Josephinum to commit
to post-ordination service in the
Diocese of Spokane.
Rev. Mr. Bach was ordained to
the transitional diaconate on Nov. 2,
1955, by Bishop Michael Ready, fifth
Bishop of Columbus, Ohio. Archbishop Amleto Cicognani, apostolic delegate to the United States
(1933-1958), ordained him to the
holy priesthood at the Josephinum
on May 26, 1956. The newly ordained
priest immediately traveled to Spokane to begin his priestly service.
Father Bach’s first assignment
was as assistant at Spokane’s St.
Ann Parish (June 1956-Jan. 1960).
He then served from Jan. 1960 until
Aug. 1962 as pastor of Sacred Heart
Parish in Wellpinit. At that time,
he also was responsible for the
diocese’s Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine (July 1961-Aug. 1962).
Recognizing his skills and abilities,
in the fall of 1962 Bishop Bernard J.
Topel sent the young priest to “higher studies” at Catholic University of
America in Washington, D.C. After
earning a masters of social work,
18

Father Bach returned to the diocese,
assuming the duties of assistant
director of Catholic Charities (Sept.
1964-July 1965). After replacing
Father Bernard Schiller, he became
director of Catholic Charities on July
30, 1965, and served in that capacity until 1978. From Aug. 1964-Sept.
1966 he also directed the diocese’s
Cursillo Movement.
In 1972, Father Bach’s compassionate heart led him to spearhead the founding of the Catholic
Charities Housing Board in order to
pursue opportunities for low-income
residents. The board’s first project,
Spokane’s Cathedral Plaza, soon was
followed by several other projects in
Spokane, as well as in Colville, Pullman, Clarkston, Pasco, Walla Walla
and Othello.
As part of a March 1978 rearrangement of diocesan administration by
Bishop Lawrence Welsh, Father Bach
was named the Bishop’s secretary
for charity. In March 1980, he became
chancellor of the diocese and, one
year later, took on the additional
responsibilities of vicar for administration. From Aug. 1987-May 1988,
the talented priest was blessed with a
time of sabbatical at Weston School
of Theology in Boston. Upon his
return, he was assigned pastor of St.
Mary Parish in the Spokane Valley.
He served there until his retirement.
With its creation in 2004, Father
Bach was invited to serve on the
Catholic Charities Foundation, and
remained an emeritus board member until his death.
A diocesan priest to the core, even
while addressing his responsibilities at
Catholic Charities, Father Bach served
as pastor of Spokane’s Sacred Heart
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Parish (Aug. 1976-April 1978). Later,
he would be the temporary administrator of the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Lourdes (Aug. 1982-Feb. 1983). From
Dec. 2011-June 2012, he was called
out of retirement and into temporary pastoral service at St. Anthony
Parish in Newport and its missions
(Our Lady of Sorrows on the Kalispell
Indian Reservation; St. Bernard Parish
in Ione; St. Joseph Parish in Metaline
Falls; and St. Jude Parish in Usk).
During the following year (July 2012June 2013), before returning to retirement, he served as temporary pastor
of Sacred Heart Parish in Pullman.
Father Bach’s frequent protestations against receiving accolades
for his ministry fell on deaf ears.
On March 13, 1997 at the request of
Bishop William Skylstad, the Holy
Father honored Father Bach with
his investiture as one of the Church’s
“Monsignors” — but the humble
priest insisted on the use of the
common title, “Father.” On Jan. 23,
2013, Catholic Charities Spokane
honored its much-loved director with
the opening of “Father Bach Haven”
(108 State Street, Spokane), the first
of now three apartment complexes
for Spokane’s chronically homeless
men. In recognition of his service
to the poor and the people of the
Diocese of Spokane, in 2004 Bishop
Skylstad awarded Father Bach with
the prestigious Bishop’s Medal.
Father Bach often noted that the
good we do is known only to God.
As he entered into eternal life, he
assuredly heard his Master’s welcome: “Well done, good and faithful
servant.”
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Catholic
Charities Spokane, P.O. Box 2253,
Spokane, WA 99210-2253. The
greatest memorial, of course, would
be the provision in the name of Father Bach of some form of personal
service to those who are impoverished, broken or homeless.
May God’s generous and compassionate priest rest in eternal peace
and may he be blessed with fullness
of life.

Celine Steinberger, (M. Lorene Therese), SNJM
CELINE THERESE STEINBERGER was born in Seattle, Washington, the first child
of Rina Nelli and Leo Steinberger. She was later joined by her sister and two brothers.
She consciously embraced the best qualities of her Italian mother and German father,
as well as their deep Catholic faith. She attended Holy Names Academy in Seattle from
first grade through high school. Her twelve years’ experience with the Sisters of the
Holy Names inspired her to pursue a religious vocation. She entered the Congregation
in 1960 and pronounced her vows in 1962 as Sister M. Lorene Therese. She earned a
bachelor and a masters in education from Fort Wright College of the Holy Names. She
began her teaching career in the primary grades at St. Paschal in Spokane, then St.
Frances Cabrini in Tacoma, Our Lady of Fatima in Seattle and Holy Rosary School in
Edmonds from 1974 to 1981, serving as Principal from 1976.

In 1981, Sister Celine came to
Spokane as staff development
director at Fort Wright College.
After the closing of the four-year
college at Fort Wright, she served
as co-director, then director of Holy
Names Center on the Fort Wright
Campus until 1988. In recognition
of her gifts in telling the story of
the Sisters of the Holy Names and
inspiring others to join the community in mission and ministry, she
was invited to be the development
director for the Washington region
of the congregation, a position from
which she retired at her death. In
support of her new ministry, she
participated in Leadership Spokane, class of 1987 and attended a
fund-raising school in 1989. With
her whole heart, she dedicated her
passion for the mission and ministry
of the Sisters, for establishing and
nurturing relationships, for service
to the broader church and civic
community. She believed that her
role was Friend-raising, and that
funds to support the works of the
Sisters would follow. It is not possible to overstate her success. Literally thousands of people call Celine a
“friend.” But, in each of her ministries, Celine was also a powerfully
competent professional woman.
Sister Celine worked tirelessly

in support of Holy Names Music
Center, particularly in finding and
supporting excellent board members to help carry on the legacy of
music and art, long a tradition of
Holy Names Sisters. She also served
on the Diocesan Foundation Board.
Celine was a creative woman in
many ways. Her problem-solving
included stretching to the utmost
possibilities before settling on the
best options. Her wisdom then
showed itself. A latent interior decorator lived inside Celine and many
residences have been made more
attractive and inviting through her
efforts. She loved color, design and
beauty. She combined all those in
her own wardrobe, in her gifts for
others, her way of presenting her
space in each season, and in her
way of seeing the world.
At the heart of Sister Celine’s life
was her spirituality, her deep faith
in God, her constant nourishing of
a hopeful heart. She prayed and
reflected every morning in preparation for whatever each day would
bring. She held and shared the essence of what Blessed Marie Rose,
the foundress of her community
envisioned: women of faith dedicated to proclaiming by their lives
the primacy of the love of God. Her
daily mantra was that “God is able

to do immeasurably more than all
we ask or imagine,” and she cleared
her heart each day to make room
for those gifts.
All will miss the warm and welcoming smiles and hugs that have
made so many know they have
been loved. Hundreds of generous
donors will miss the personal phone
calls and handwritten messages,
as will the many friends blessed to
have crossed her path.
Celine is survived by her SNJM
Sisters and Associates, by her
brothers Vincent (Diane) and
Richard (Robin), and her sister
Janie Bolton (Lee), her niece, Sarah
Bolton (Andrew Klebberud) and
nephew, Andrew Bolton (Marian),
and their three children.
Sister Celine Steinberger died
Dec. 25, 2017, at Hospice House in
Spokane. A vigil was held on Jan.
5, 2018 at Mukogawa Fort Wright
Commons in Spokane, Wash. Mass
of the Resurrection was celebrated
on Saturday, Jan. 6, 2018, at Our
Lady of Fatima in Spokane, Wash.
A Memorial Service was held on
Jan. 10, at Holy Rosary Catholic
Church in Edmonds, Wash.
Memorial gifts may be made to
the Sisters of the Holy Names Retirement Fund, 2911 West Fort Wright
Drive, Spokane, WA 99224.
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Lourdes Novena for Healing
You are invited to attend the 7th Annual
Lourdes Novena for Healing to be held at
The Cathedral of Our Lady of Lourdes

Sat., February 3rd – Sun., February 11th
Speakers Include:

His Eminence
William Cardinal Levada
Prefect Emeritus
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

His Excellency
The Most Reverend Thomas A. Daly
Bishop of Spokane

Each Novena Service lasts 45 minutes and confessors will be
available for those who wish to celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. For a complete schedule of days and times,
log on to www.SpokaneCathedral.com or call (509) 358-4290.
Highlights Include:
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Blessing of Throats
Sermons on the Blessed Mother
Anointing of the Sick
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Blessing of Religious Articles
Distribution of Lourdes Water

All are welcome to the
Mother Church of the
Diocese of Spokane as we pray for
healing and as we honor the
Blessed Virgin Mary under the title of
Our Lady of Lourdes.
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It's essential to define at the very beginning the
purpose of the fund. Will the endowment be in
memory of a person who died? Or will it honor
a person, an institution or an organization? Perhaps the
fund will be established to provide scholarships. Spend
sufficient time achieving absolute clarity about the reason for the endowment fund — the vision.

1

YOUR FAITH
STEWARDSHIP

ENDOWMENT
SECURING THE FUTURE, BUILT ON FAITH

Are you planning to build the fund with additional contributions over the next several
years? If so, conduct an informal analysis of the
donor potential. Bring donors in at the vision stage, as
people support what they create.

2

R

ecently, I attended the St. John Vianney (SJV) School
dinner and auction. I have a special regard for SJV School
and Parish because 10 of my first cousins went through

the school in the 1960s, and I attended ever so many weddings
and a few funerals in what was then a kind of makeshift church.

The SJV auction attracted a diverse and generous
crowd from the school, the parish and the community. Bishop Thomas Daly offered the prayer
and witnessed the bidding war for the dinner he
generously offered for a key live auction item.
The raise-the-paddle item invited guests to
contribute to the Marian Fuchs (MF) Memorial
Endowment. The announcer stated that the goal
that evening was $25,000. In a very few minutes,
the community in that room contributed $46,000,
bringing the MF endowment to well over $100,000.
They spontaneously gave a standing ovation for
Mark Fuchs (Marian’s husband) and his family —
and for Marian, in loving memory, who will always
be a gift to the St. John Vianney community.
The endowment was created for faculty teaching materials, as Marian would have wanted. The
SJV faculty offered a creative and unsparing Harry
Potter-themed live auction item that attracted a
great response. In seeing the tremendous work
that the faculty put into their item, I realized how
meaningful the designation of teaching materials
for faculty use really is.
The most inspiring factor in the raise-the-paddle
component of the auction occurred when virtually
every person or couple present gave a gift to the
endowment at a level between $25 and $15,000.
Every contribution was important. The community expressed their love for Marian, their respect
for Mark and his family and their commitment to
building the endowment in Marian’s memory that
will live on in perpetuity.
The Marian Fuchs Endowment is invested in
the Catholic Foundation. We worked with Mark
and his family in setting up the endowment, from
the concept to the vision, and through the formal
development of the fund.
Here are some guidelines to review when considering whether to start an endowment:

SISTER MARY
TRACY, SNJM

is the director of
stewardship and
development for
the Diocese of
Spokane.

Consider investing your endowment in the Catholic Foundation. Sister Mary and members of
the Foundation Board will work with you, beginning with the concept stage, in establishing the fund. The
Marian Fuchs Memorial Endowment was set up roughly a
year and a half ago with an initial deposit of $12,000, and
now the balance is roughly $125,000. Commitment and
dedication rooted in unwavering faith are amazing.

3

4

An endowment is multigenerational — an ideal
vehicle for grandparents and parents to teach
their children about philanthropy.

In today’s endowment-friendly culture, there
are ever so many ways to build your endowment. Ten years ago, conventional wisdom
dictated that for a school or a parish, planned gifts were
the most reliable (and appealing for the donor) vehicle
for endowment expansion. That is outdated thinking.
Current strategies abound. (Please contact Sister Mary
for a conversation about how to grow your endowment.)

5

The Marian Fuchs Memorial Endowment will live
beyond current donors to the fund. It will be there for
generations — family, colleagues, parishioners, friends
and community. The endowment will be what connects
past with future. The endowment will not let us forget
the gift that Marian will always be.

Marian Fuchs

MAKE A DONATION
To make a gift to the Marian Fuchs Memorial
Endowment, please make your check payable to the
Catholic Foundation in any amount and send to Sister
Mary Tracy at: Catholic Foundation, P.O. Box 1484,
Spokane, WA 99210.
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YOUR COMMUNITY
THINGS TO DO

YOUR COMMUNITY
RETREAT CENTER EVENTS

Immaculate Heart
Retreat Center’s Holy
Week Retreats will
be led by Father Jeff
Puttoff, SJ from the
White House Jesuit
Retreat Center in St.
Louis Mo. The theme for
the retreats is “Finding
Our Wholeness in Holy
Week.” Our unique holiness is truly found in our wholeness in Jesus. Father
Jeff will use Ignatian contemplation, making use of
the senses and imagination, to allow retreatants to
enter more deeply into Holy Week and walk more
closely with Jesus.
Father Jeff is deeply interested in creating communities of healing, empowering young people, enhancing brain health and finding God in all things. He is a
retreat leader and a director of the Spiritual Exercises
of St. Ignatius of Loyola who deeply desires to help
others connect to God.

1

Holy Week Retreats
• W
 omen’s Retreat March 26-28
• M
 en’s Retreat March 29-31
Father Jeff Putthoff, SJ • $213 (includes
meals and lodging) • $125 commuters (meals
only) • If you bring someone with you who
has never been on a retreat at Immaculate
Heart, the cost for the retreat will be reduced
to $106 for each of you.

2

Silent Day of Prayer
• F
 eb. 14, 2018 • Ash Wednesday Silent Day
of Prayer • Give Up or Give In with Father
Philip Garcia, OFM • $38
• M
 arch 1, 2018 • Lenten Silent Day of Prayer
• Escaping from Pain Is Natural with Bishop
Thomas A. Daly • $38

JAN. 28 - FEB. 3 2018 • Catholic Schools Week
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 31 AT 10 A.M. • Catholic Schools
Week Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes Cathedral
FRIDAY, FEB. 2 AT 5 P.M. • St. Aloysius Gonzaga
Catholic School Auction
SATURDAY, FEB. 3 AT 9 A.M. • Mass of Rememberance at Holy Cross Cemetery
SATURDAY, FEB. 10 • Whole Hearted Women's
Conference
TUESSDAY, FEB. 13 AT NOON • Annual Altar
Society Luncheon and Cards at St. Aloysius Parish
cost is $8 per person, call 487.4632 to reserve a
table for your group
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 14 • Ash Wednesday
SATURDAY, FEB. 17 AT 11 A.M. • Rite of Election
at St. Patrick Parish, Pasco
SUNDAY, FEB. 18 AT 2 P.M. • Rite of Election
at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Lourdes
FEB. 19-21 AT 7 P.M. • “Mulier Fortis: Women Scholars
on Women in the Early Church” • A series of three
lectures, each at 7 pm. • Barbieri Courtroom in the
School of Law at Gonzaga University
MARCH 2-4 • Catholic Youth Celebration at
Gonzaga Prep

BEGINNING EXPERIENCE WEEKEND

PARTICIPATE ONLINE
PARTICIPATE IN ONE OF OUR DAILY VIRTUAL
RETREATS AT IHRC.NET OR FACEBOOK.COM/
IMMACULATEHEARTRETREATCENTER
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Help for the heartache of finding yourself alone through
separation, divorce or widowed at the Immaculate Heart
Retreat Center in Spokane, Wash. To register for the May
or October 2018 Weekend, call Marlene at 509.534.1797.

LAST WORD

WHAT WOULD JESUS DO?

T

he following story comes from the treasury of Pautler family lore. I cannot assure the accuracy
of every detail. Some content has been reconstructed. Nonetheless, here is the story, as
related by my brother, Tom. Many years ago, our dad called Tom in Seattle to ask a favor.

Their conversation unfolded in this manner.

“Son.”
“Yes Dad.”
“Your cousin, Rocky, is in the hospital. He’s going to
have surgery. He’s really upset. Do you think you could
visit him?”
Dad related as much as he knew about cousin
Rocky’s surgery. Rocky’s father had died “on the table”
several months earlier. This added to Rocky’s anxiety.
“Dad, the operation is no big deal. He’ll get through
it just fine. Besides, that hospital is in a bad part of
town. I don’t like going there, especially at night.”
“Son, he’s really upset. It would mean a lot to me
if you could see him. Would you do that for me?
Would you do it for our Lord?”
Tom’s resistance gave way. He made the trek to
the hospital, and reassured his cousin. “Rocky, this is a
simple procedure. It’s nothing for you to worry about.
It’s nothing like what your father had to face. You’re
going to be just fine.”
Rocky was comforted by the visit and calmed down.
Tom wished him luck, said goodbye and headed out
the door.
“Tom, there’s one more thing.”
“What’s that, Rocky?”
“The food here is terrible. After I’m discharged,
I have to get home, but I don’t have any money.
Could you loan me a little money so I can get
some food and some gas?”
“How much do you need, Rocky?”
“$100 should be enough.”
“A hun ... OK, I’ll see what I can do.” Tom was able
to cash a check — I guess that’s one of the doctor’s
“hospital privileges” — and gave Rocky the money.
“Gosh, thanks Tom. You know I’m good for this.
I’ll pay you back.”
Later that week, Tom called home.

“Dad.”
“Yes, son.”
“I went to see Rocky like you asked. I told him
he’d be fine; he’s going to make it.”
There was a great sigh of relief. “Oh, son, thank
you so much. That means a lot to me. I know our
Lord is so pleased.”
“Dad, there’s something else. Rocky said he was
broke. He needed money to get home. I loaned him
$100.”
“That was so good of you, helping your cousin
like that.”
“Dad. I know I’m never going to see that money
from Rocky. I think you should pay me back.”
Whenever our dad became especially distressed,
he had a peculiar groan that came from the depth
of his gut. This was one of those occasions.
“Oh no, oh no!”
At this point, mother entered the conversation.
Of course, she had been listening all the while.
“Francis, what happened? Who died?”
“No one died. Tommy loaned $100 to his cousin,
Rocky, and he expects us to pay it back.”
“That nut! I wish someone had died.”
“Son, I only asked you to see your cousin. I didn’t
say anything about giving him any money. That $100
is between you and Rocky.”
“Dad. I don’t have it. The clinic I bought is killing me.
The only reason I went to see Rocky is because you
asked me. I did something nice for you; you should
do something nice for me.”
There was silence at the other end of the line.
“Dad, what would Jesus do?”
Sometimes, waiting for an answer is a matter of
waiting for the mail. That week, a check arrived in
the mail. It wasn’t from Rocky.

FATHER MARK
PAUTLER

is the chancellor
and judical vicar
of the Diocese of
Spokane.
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Catholic Diocese of Spokane
P.O. Box 1453
Spokane WA 99210

Catholic Funeral & Cemetery Services
Your official Catholic provider
of end-of-life services
Our experienced Family Service
Advisors and Funeral Directors will
thoughtfully assist you in planning in
advance so that your wishes are met.

Call (509) 724-2134 or visit
us online at cfcsspokane.org

THE

REMEMBER FAITHFUL

First Saturday Mass

Our next Masses will be held on Saturday, Feb. 3rd and March 3rd at 9:00am at the Holy Cross Cemetery Mausoleum Chapel

December 2017 Burial Names
MSGR. FRANK BACH
MARGARET L. BAMBINO
RACHEL L. BIZZELL
BARBARA BUCKLEY
ROSEMARY CAPELLO
DUANE COSTA
WILLIAM “BILL” EGGERS
ROBERT FOLSOM
FRANCES GARCEA

DOROTHY H. GLORE
WILLIAM JOSEPH GRANT
KATHLEEN ANN GREEN
MARGARET M. GUMP
CHARLOTTE R. HARE
BERNICE HARPER
RAYMOND E. HARPER
DARLENE M. HEINRICH
JOHN D. HERNANDEZ

AUTUMN N. JONES
MICHAEL J. KLEIN
VICTORIA LAMP
BABY BOY MANIRAMBONA
MARGARET A. MAGEE
ANGELA MARTINEZ
PHYLLIS MASSIE
BETTE MEYER
JOHN DAVID NOURSE

EMMA OKTABA
HELEN K. ORMSBY
DOROTHY PERNSTEINER
JOHN BERNARD RYAN
ROBERT SADLER
STELLA M. SPINDLER
SUEANN M. S. STEPHENS

A MINISTRY SERVING
THE DIOCESE OF SPOKANE

Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Center FD683 Queen of Peace Cemetery & Funeral Center FD128 St. Joseph Cemetery & Funeral Center FD129

